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We shall prefiuw this nan 
various safferings ta which tl 
Missionaries in .the Burman 
lately been subjected, with a i 
of the origin of this Missio 
of tlie principal incidenta cc 
it. 

We leamfrom the very inter 
of letters, written by Mrs Juc 
^^ An Account of the America! 
sion to the Bqrman Empire^' 
I^ondon, 1823, that in the 
IBIS, she, along with Mr iu 
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4 AMERICAN MISSION IN 

late Mr and Mrs Newell, embarked at 
Salem, and arrived at Calcutta in May. 
As this was^ 'Uowever, before the renewal 
of the East India charter in 1813, and as 
. strong prejudices at that time existed in 
India against missionary exertions tb^y 
were soon ordered to return to America in 
the ship in which they came. 

Here they were exposed to a variety of 
difficulties; and it is impossible to read 
Mrs Judson's account of these, and the 
manner in which they were extricated out', 
of ihem« without noticing the overruling . 
providence of that Almighty Being who 
has the elements of nature, and the hearts 
q£ men, equally under his controul. Mr 
and Mrs Newell first availed themselves of 
an opportunity that occurred for their pro- 
ceeding to the Isle of France. Not loi^ 
afW this, Mr and Mrs Judson followed 
them thither. On their arrival th«re> thoy 
recdved the a£focting intelligence of Mra 
NewelTs death. '^ 

Having contemplated a mission to the 
idfmd of « Madagascar, but finding it im- 
possible at that time to establish one there, 
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they embraced the first opportunity of re* 
turning to India. Accordingly, after three 
montlm' remdence at the isb of France, 
Aey embarked for Madras^ at which place 
they arrived in June ISIA. 

Finding the same hostile disposition on 
the part of the Honourable Company's 
government to missionary exertions, Mr 
Jmlson's first object was to ascertain what 
ships were lying in the Madras roadif, 
,and he found the only one which would 
sail, previously to information being given 
to the st^reme government in Bengal of 
our Vetum to India, was boimd to Rangoon. 
^^ Amission to the Burman empire,^ says 
Mr J. ^^ desirable as it was, we had been in 
the habit of viewing with a kind of horror, 
and, though cKssuaded from the attempt 
by our friends at Madras, we now saw the 
hand of Providence pointii^ to that region, 
as the scene of our future labours." 

Sudi were the circumstances whii^h led 
Mr and Mrs Judson to «ntinr jm the 6»r^ 
m«m empire as a field of missiQuSary kir 
ba«|« Her feelii^ on this occasicm are 
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4 AMBRIGAN MISSION IN 

expressed in the fcHowmg extract trwA a 
. letiber written at that time : — 

^^ My heart often sinks within me^ when 
I think of living among a people whose 
tender mercies ate crneL But, when I 
reflect npon tiieir miserable state, as desti- 
tute of the Gospel, and that it is easy for 
our heavenly Father to protect us in Hm 
jnidst of danger, I feel wilHng to go, and 
live and die among them ; and it is oor 
daily prayer, that it may please God to 
enaUe us to continue in that savage coun^ 
try. Farewell to the privilq^es and eom- 
viaaoenees of eivilized liie ! Farewell to r^- 
fhied christian society ! We shidl enjoy 
the»e comforts no more; bat Burmah will 
be a good ^bee to grow in grace, to live 
bear to God, and be pr^ared to die. O, ^ 
my dear parents and sisters, how little you 
know how to estimate your enjoyments, 
in your quiet homes, with ill the comforls 
of life I How little you know how to prize 
dear christian society, as yous have never 
been deprived of it ! How little you can 
realise tiie toils and perplenties.of trdvmf^- 
ing the ocean ; and how little you can know 
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<^ the solid comfort of trusting in God, 
when dangers stand threatening to devour I 
But these privations^ these dangers and 
toilsy and these eomforts, are ours, and we 
rejoice in them, and think it an inestimar 
Me privilege that our heavenly Father has 
given us, in aUowing us to suffer for his 
cause." 

They embarked forRangoon on the 22d of 
June in a craiy old vessel, manned entirely 
by native sailors, the captain being thex>nly 
person on board that could speak their own 
language, and having no separate apartment 
but what was made by canvass. They had 
a very long voyage. Mrs Judson was taken 
dangerously ill during the course of it; she 
was, however, mercifully restored, a^id 
they readied Rangoon in safety. Their 
foelings on their arrival in that land ^ 
heathen darkness, together with the diffi«- 
culties they had to encounter in acquiri^ 
a knowledge of the Burman language, are 
well exfNressed in the following passage,: — 
** We now felt ourselves^ in every seiuse of 
Ae word^ on heathen ground. Not an jgt 
dividual of any description with whom we 

. ■# ■;>., 
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6 AMERICAN MISSION IN 

eouU unite in sodal prayer. We were 
surrounded by despotism, aTarioe, and 
cruelty; and the darkness, the dreadful 
moral darkness, oi heathwi idolatry, was 
evident, wherever we turned our eyes« 
Oar tongues could not perform their office ; 
tor the language of the Burmans was then 
to us a perfect jargon, and no animating 
prospect of speedily overooming this diffi- 
culty, cheered the gloomy scene. Yet our 
heavenly Father suffered us not to 4k^ond* 
He compiled us to feel the full force of 
ibose precious promises, relative to the 
conversion «f the heath^i, which encour- 
aged us to look forward with a degree of 
hope which has since astonished ourselves. 
We found the language extremely difficult; 
imd we had no teacher who understood 
both the English and Burman langufiges. 
Our only mode of ascertaming the names 
p( the objects which me^ our eye, was by 
pointixig to them in the presence of our 
teache^who would immediately speak the 
names in Burman; we then expressed 
diem as nearly as possible by the Roman 
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duuractero, till we liadsuflMently acquired 
the power of As Barman.*^ 

It is not our mtentkHi to give any detail 
of the various ineadeiils attending this mis- 
sion, but only tonotiee two or three of the 
most interesting particulars connected witii 
it, previous to that series of sufferings to 
whkh the Missionaries were subjected, 
during the course of the late war. After 
Mn| Judson had, by persevmng exertion, 
acquired such kziowle^e of the Burman 
language, as to be able to converse with the 
natives in it, and also to translate part of 
the Scriptures, several converts were made 
at Rangoon to the Christian fiiith. By 
tins time Mr Ck>lman, another missionary, 
had joined them, and it was ^nght expe* 
dient that Mr Judson and he should go up 
to Ava, the capital of the empire, and ear 
deovwir to obtain the Emperor^s toleration 
to act in the character of religious teadierg. 
After arriving at that dty, we have tiie 
foilowing account of their interview witli 
his golden footed Majesty : — 

*^ We set out early in the morning, caUed 
on Mr G. late collector i^^Bseasoaifiif^A oa 
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10 AMERICAN MISSION IN 

Mr II. \dio was formerly collector^ bat k 
now out of favour. Thence we entered 
the city, passed the palacci and repaired to 
the house of Mya-day-m«i, former vioeroy 
of Rangoon, now one of the public mini»» 
ters of state, (Woon-gyee.) We gave him 
a valuable present, and another of less 
value to his wife, the lady who formerly 
treated Mrs Judson with so much polite- 
ness. They both received us very kindly, 
and. appeared to interest themselves in our 
success. We, however, did not disclose 
our precise olject, but only petitioned leave 
to behold the golden face. Upon this, his 
highness committed our business to Moung 
Yo, one of his favourite officers, and direct- 
ed him to introduce us to Mong Zah, one of 
the private ministers of state, (A-twen- 
woon,) with the necessary orders. This 
particular favour of Myar day-men, prev^its 
the necessity of our petitioning and feeing ^ 
all the public ministers of state, and pro- 
curing formal permission from the high 
court of the empire.'' 

**In the evening, Mong Yo who lives near 
mut boat) called on us, to say that.be would 
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ccmdoet us to-morrow. We lie down in 
skejpiea^ anxiety. To-morrow'^s dawn will 
i»her in the most eventful day of our lives. 
To-morrow's eve will close on the bloom 
or the blight of our fondest hopes. Yet 
it is consoling to commit this business into 
the hands of our heavenly Father, to feel 
that the work is his, not ours; that the 
lieart of the monarch, before whom we are 
to appear^ is under the ocmtroul of Omni*- 
potenee; and that die event will be ordeiv 
ed in the manner most conducive to the 
Divine glory and the greatest good. God 
may, for the wisest purposes^ suffer our 
hopes to be diutppcnnted ; and if so, why 
should 8hort««ighted, mortal man, repine? 
Thy will, O God, be ever done ; for thy 
will is inevitably the wisest and the best. 

*^Nezt day we left the boat, and put 
ourselves nodw the conduct of Mong Yd. 
He carried us iBrst to Mya-day-men, as a 
matter of form ; and there we learned that 
the emperor had been privately apprized 
of our arrival, and said, ^ Let them be in- 
troduced.' We therefore proceeded to the 
palace. At the outer gate we were dManr* 
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12 AMERICAN MISSION IN 

ed a long time, until the various officers 
were satisfied that we had a right to enter ; 
after which we deposited a present for the 
private minister of state, Moung Zah, and 
were ushered into his apartments in the 
palace-yard. He received us very plea- 
santly, and ordered us to sit before several 
governors and petty kings, who were wait» 
ing at his levee. We here for the first 
lime, disclosed our character and objed;,-— 
told him Hiat we were missionaries* or 
^ propagators of religion ;' that we wished 
io appear before the emperor, and present 
our sacred books, accompanied with apeti-' 
tion. He took the petition into his hand^ 
looked over about half of it, and then fami« 
liarly asked several questions about our 
God, and our religion, to which we replied: 
Just at this crisis some one announced that 
the golden loot was about to advance ; on 
which the minister hastily rose up, and 

.^t on his robes of state, saying, that he 
i Jbust seize the moment to present us to the 

'emperor. We.now found that we had un- 
wittingly fidlen on an unpropitious'time, 
it being the day of the celebration of the 
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late yietory over the Cassays, and the VAry 
hour when his majesty was coming forUi 
to witness the display made on the occa- 
sion. When the minister was dressed, he 
just said, ^ How can you propagate religion 
in this empire ? But come along.' Our 
hearts sunk at these inauspicious words. 
He conducted us through various splendour 
and parade, until we ascended a flight of 
stairs, and entered a most magnificent hall. 
He directed us where to sit, and took his 
place on one side ; the present was placed 
on the other ; and Moung Yo, another of- 
ficer of Myarday-men, sat a little behind. 
The scene to which we were now introdu- 
ced really surpassed our expectation. The 
'*' spacious extent of the hall, the number and 
magnitude of the pillars, the height of the 
dome, the whole completely covered with 
gold, presented a most grand and imposing 
spectacle. Very few were present, and 
those evidently great officers of state. Our 
situation prevented us from se^ng the fur** 
ther avenue of the hall ; but the end, where, 
we sal^. opened into the parade, which the 
emptor was about to inspect. We re- 
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14 AMBRICAN MISSION IN 

mained above five minutes, whefi ersiy one 
put himeelf into the most FespectM atti- 
tude, and Moung Yo whispered, that his 
majesty had entered. We looked through 
the hall, as fiu* as the pilars would allow, 
and presently caught sight of this modem 
Ahasuerus. He came forward, unatt^ded, 
— ^in solitary grandeur, — exhibillng the 
proud gait and majesty of an eastern- mon- 
arch. His dress was rich, but not distinc- 
tive ; and he carried in his hand the gold- 
sheathed sword, which seems to have taken 
the place of the sceptre of ancient times. 
But it was his high aspect and commanding 
eye, that chiefly rivetted our attention. 
Hestridedon. Every head, excepting ours, j 
was now in the dust. We remained kneel- ^ 
ing, our hands folded, our eyes fixed on 
the monarch. When he drew near, we 
cat^ht his attention. He stopped, partly 
turned toward us — * Who are these? * The 
teachers, great king,' I replied. ^ What,' 
you speak Burman — the priests that I heard 
of last night? ' When did you arrive T 
' Are you teachers of religion ?* * Are yoa^ 
like the Portuguese priest ?' < Are you 
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married?* ' Whydo yoa drew so? Iliase, 
and some other snnflar questioiiB, we an-* 
swared ; whoa he appeared to be pleased 
with ufl^ and sat down on an elevated seat 
—his hand resting on the hilt of hissword, 
and his eyes intendy fixed on us. Moong 
2iah now began to read the petition, and it 
ran thus :— 

« < The American teachers prebeht them^ 
sdves to receive the &vour of the excel- 
lent king, the sovereign of land^ and cfea* 
Hearing that, on account of the greatness 
of the royal power, the royal country was 
in a quiet and pro^|^ous state, we arrived 
at the town of Ilangbo]^ within the. royal 
dominions, and having obtained leave of 
the govern<Mr of that town, to come up imd 
bdi<dd the golden face, we have ascended 
and reached the bottom of the golden feet. 
Li the great country of Ameiiea, we sus^ 
tain the character dT teachers and explain- 
ers of the contents of the sacred Scriptures 
of our religion. And since it is contained 
in those Scriptures, &at, if we^ piass to 
other countries, and preach and proj^taigate 
reli|^<m, great good will result, and both 
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those wbo teach and those who receive the 
religion, will be freed from fritare punish^ 
ment, and enjoy, without decay or death, 
the eternal felicity of heaven^-^that royal 
permission be given, that we, takmg re» 
fuge in the royal power, may pr(rach our 
religion in these dominions, and that those 
who are pleased with our preaching, and 
wish to lilSten to and be guided by it, whe- 
ther foreigners or Burmans, may be ek*- 
empt *from government molestatbn, they 
present themselves to receive the favour 
of the excellent king, the sovereign of land 
and sea.^ 

^^ The emperor heard this petition, and 
stretched out his band. Moui^ Zah 
crawled forward and presented it. His 
majesty began at the top, and deliberately 
read it through. In the mean time, I gave 
Moung Zah an abridged copy of the trad^ 
in which every offensive sentence was cor- 
rected, and the whole put into the band- 
fBomest style and dress possible. After the 
emperor had perused the petition he handed 
it back without sajdng a word, and took 
the tract. Our hearts now rose to God 
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for a display of his graced ^ O f have 
mercy on Burmah ! Have mercy on her 
king !' But alas ! the time was not jet 
CMne. He held the tract long enough to 
read the two first sentences^ which assert 
that there is one eternal Grod, who is inde- 
pendent of the incidents of mortality, and 
ihat, he^des him there is no pod; and 
then with an air of indifference, j^rhaps 
disdain, he dashed it down to the gtQund ! 
Moung'Zah sto(qied forward, picked it up, 
and handed it to us. Moung Yo made a 
slight attanpt to save us, by unfolding one 
.of the volumes which composed our pre- 
sent, and displaying its beaul^; but his 
majelsty took no notice* Our &te was 
decided. After a few moments Moui^ 
Zah interpreted his royal master's will in 
the following terms : ^ In regard to the 
objects of your petition, his majesty gives 
no order. In regard to your«acred books, 
his majesty has no use for them ; take ^em 
Away.' 

^^ Something was now said about brother 
CQlilaan's skill in medicine, upon which the 
emperor once more opened bis mouth, and 
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said, ^ Let than proceed to the residence 
of ray physician, the Portuguese priest; 
let him examine whether they can be use- 
ful to me in that line, and report aec<H*d- 
ingly.' He then rose from Ids seat, strided 
on to the end of the hall, and there, after 
liaving dashed to the ground the first in- 
tdUgenoe that he had ever received of the 
Eternal God, his Maker, hie Preserver, his 
Judge, he threw himself down on a cushion, 
mid lay listening to the mum, and gsaing 
at the parade spread out before him. 

^* As for us and our present, we were 
hurried away without much ceremony. 
We pasi^d out of the palace gates with 
much more facility than we entered, and 
were conducted first to the house of Mya- 
day-«men. There hk officer reported our 
receptbn ; but in as fiivourable terms as 
posrible; and as his h^hness' was not ap- 
prized of our precise object, .our repvUae 
appeared^ probably, to him, not so deeinve 
as we knew it to be. We were next con- 
ducted two miles, through the sun and 
dust of the streets ^ Ava, to the residence 
of the P(»'tuguese {HiesU He very speed- 
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ily fU8CM*tained that we were in pi>88eBgioil 
of no wondexful secret, which would seeure 
the emperor from all dktease, and make 
liim live for eter ; and we were accord- 
ingly allowed to take leave of the reverend 
mqniBitor, and retreat to our boat. 

^' At tills stage of the business,, not- 
standing the decided repulse we had re- 
ceived, we still cherished some hope of 
ultimately gaming our point. We regret- 
ted, that a sudd^i interruption had prevent- 
ed our explaining our objects to Moung 
Zah, in that familiar and confidential man- 
ner which we Imd iiitended; and we de- 
termined, therefore, to make another at- 
tempt uj^n him in private. 

" January 28^.— Early in the iki^riiing^ 
we had the pleasure of seeing our Mend, 
Mr G. coming to oiir boat. It may not 
be amiss to mention, tiiat he is -the collec- 
tor who was cKie% instnunentalin reliev-^ 
ing us from the exorbitant demand whidi, 
a few months ago, was made upon us m 
Ba^goon. He now told us that h^ bad 
Imo^of our repulse, %ut wouM not have 
i^ i^ve up all hope y that he«wa» pcs^oetly 
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aoquainted with Mouog Zah, and would ac« 
eompMiy us to 1]& houte, a little before 
BUnset, at an hoar when he was acoessi'- 
Ue* This predsely accorded with oar in* 
tentuHis. 

<^ In the afternoon, tberefMre, we called 
on Mr G. and he went with us into the 
city. On the way we paid a ^isit to the 
wife of the jH*e8ent viceroy of Rangoon^ 
whose eldest son is married to the only 
daughter of the present emperor. We ca^r* 
ried a present, and were, of coarse, kind- 
ly received. 

^* Thence we went to the house of Moung 
Zah, some way beyond the palace. He re- 
ceived us with great coldness and reserve. 
The convarsation which we carried on chiefs 
ly through Mr G. it k unnecessary to de- 
%dl. Suffice it to say, that we ascertained 
beyond a doubt, tibat the policy of the Bur- 
man government, in regard to liie tolerati<m 
of any fereign religion, is precisely the same 
widi the Chinese ; that it is quite out of 
the question, whether any of the subjects 
of the emperor, wJbo embrace a religioii 
di£ferent from his own, will be exempt 
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fipom puiiisbnieiit; and that we, in preamt- 
inga petition to that ^ffeet, had been guiltjr 
of a moet ^rc^ous blunder, an nnparidon- 
able offence. Mr G. urged every argument 
that we suggested, and some others. He 
finally stated, that if we obtained the royal 
favour, other foreigners would come and 
Mlde in the empire, and trade would be 
greatly benefited. Hiis argument alone 
seemed to have any effect on the mind of 
ibe minister; and looking out from iho 
cloud which covered Us face, he vouchsaf- 
ed io say, that if we would w»it some time^ 
ke would endeavour t^ speak to bis majesty 
about us. From lim remark it was im- 
possible to dmve any encoiiragement, and 
having nc^tusg further to urge, we Ic^ Mr 
G., and bowing down to the ground, took 
leave ol tUs jp^eat miwstar of state, who^ 
under the emperor, guides the movemenli 
of the whole empire. 

<^ It was now evening. We had four 
miles to walk 1^ moon-light. Twi> of our 
disciples only ftUowed us. . Tl|i^ >ad 
pressed as near m they ventttce^ ;t6 the 
door of the hall of audience, andlfaltaed 
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to the words wUch sealed the extiiictiion 
of their ^opes and ours. For some time 
we «dbLe not. 



*« Some natural tears we dropt, but. wiped them 
Tbe world was all before us, wbere to choose 
Our place of rest, afid Froridence our guide." 



And, as our first parents took tbrir solitary 
way through Ed^i, hand in hand, so we 
took our way through this great city, 
which, to our late imagination, seemed 
another Eden ; but now, through the ma- 
gic touch of disappointment, seemed blast* 
ed and withered, as if smitt^i by the fatal 
influence of the cherubic sword. 

"Arrived at the boat, we threw our- 
selves down, completely exhausted in body 
and mind. For three days we had walked 
eight miles a day, most of the way in the 
heat of the sun, which, even at this season, 
in the interior of these countries, is exceed- 
ingly oppressive; and tho^^result of our 
ia^avels and toils has been— the wisest and 
best possible — a result, which, if we could 
«ee the ^nd from the beginning, would call 
forth our holiest praise. O slow of heatt 
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to believe and trust in the oyermliBgageii- 
ey of our own Almighty Saviour I 

Jamtary ft9A. — We again rose early, luid 
bavii^ considered the last words of Moung 
Zahf wrote down our request in the most 
eondse a&d moderate terms, and sent it to 
Mr G., with a message that he would once 
more see Moung Zah, lay the paper before 
hhn, and ascertain, unequivocally, whether 
ih^rewas my posnbiKty of gaining our 
point by waiting several monllis* 

^* The rest c^the day, and the next, bdng 
Lord^s day, we remained in the boat. 

January Sl«^ Monday. — ^Mr 6. called 
nfdan us, with oi^r little paper in his hand. 
I have shewn your paper to Moung Zah, 
and begged Inm not to deceive you, but to 
say distii^tly what hopes you might be al- 
lowed to entertain ; he relied, * Tell them 
that there is not the least possibility of ob^ 
taining the object stated in this paper, 
should th^ wailrever so long/ 

*^ I now thought pf one more expedient ; 
and tddng out the manuscript tract the 
empelror threw down, I handed it to Mr 
G. This is a brief view (^ the Christian 
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religion. Do you present it, in our name, 
to Moung Zah, and persuade him to read 
it, or hear it read. We have indeed no 
hope of its efBict^Y ; but it is our last resort, 
and God may help us in the extremity. 
He took {t with some feeling, and promiB- 
ed to do his best" 

The next occurrence in the history of 
this missi<H], which particulariy deserves 
notice, is the conduct of those natives who 
had emlN-aced Christianity, when the mis- 
sionaries proposed, in consequence of their 
ttn&vouraUe reception at the court, to 
leave the Burman terrilory. The enlight- 
ened views of these converts, and the di- 
cisionof character they manifestted^^' iqppear- 
ed on tiiis occasion to great advantiige, and 
clearly evinced how powerfully the prin- 
ciples of divine truth were impressed upon 
their minds. 

Having arrived at Rangoon, <m the 18tb 
of February, Mr Jadson's journal thus 
continues : — 

*^ February 20t/h Lord's day.—Jn the 
evening, I called the three disciples toge-* 
ther, and gave them a oonneeied aceo9nt 
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nl the afikir at Ava, tiiat they might hare 
a full understanding of the dangers of their 
present condition, and the reasons of o^ 
intended departure frotii Rangoon* We 
expected, that, after bdqg destitute of all 
the means of grace for some time, and af*- 
. ter seeing their teachers driven away from 
the presence of their monarch in disgrace; 
they would become cold in their afr 
fections, and have but little remaining zeal 
for a cause thus iH*oscribed and expoai^d to 
persecution. We thought, that if one out 
of the three remained firm, it was as niuch 
as we could reasonably hope for. But how 
delightfully were we disappointed f They 
all, to a man, af^peared immoveable t^ 
same, yea, rather advancedin zeal and ener- 
gy. They vied with each other in trying 
to explain away difficulties^ and to convince 
us that the cause was not yet quite desper* 
ate. ^ But whither are the teachers ^ing ? 
was, of course, an anxious inquiry. We 
told them, that it was otur intentioa never 
to desert Burmab ; but that since ti^e ^m^- 
peri»r'^ad reused to toWate our rdiigiony 
we l^^ht it necessary to Ieave» for a tiole 
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those patts of the empire "which are manm^ 
diately under his dominion; that there is 
a tract of c<mntry lying bet ween Beiq;al and 
Arrakan, which, though under tlie govern*^ 
ment of Bengal, is chiefly inhabitated by 
Arrakanese, who speak a language similar 
to the Burman, the district being rieally a 
part of Arrakan, onei component part «^ the 
present Burman empire ; that formerly a 
teacher from Bengal (De Bruyn) lived at 
CUttagong, the principal town in that di»- 
trict, and baptized several converts, who, 
at his death, were left destitute of all in** 
struction to the present time ; and that, in 
view of these considerations, it was our 
purpose to {proceed thither, in hope dT find- 
ing that toleration which was denied us in 
Rangoon. We thai asked them severally 
what they would do. Moung Nau had 
previously told us that he would follow us 
to any part of the world* He was only 
afraid that he should be a burdoa • to us ; 
for not being acquainted with another lan- 
guage, he might not be able to get his living 
in a strange land. ^ As for me,' said 
Moung Tliahlah, ' I go where preaching is 
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to be had.* Moung Byaay was silent and 
tboug^tfiiL At last he said, tiliat as ne 
Burman woman is allowed to leare the 
country, he ooold not^ on account ef his 
wife, fdUbw the teachers ; but (contiiMied 
he, with some pathos), if I must be 1^ 
here alone,-! shall remain performing the 
^ties of Jesus Christ's religion; no other 
shall I think of. This interview with the 
disdiples rejoiced our hearts, and caused us 
to pr«ise God for the grace which he had 
manifested to them* 

^< Feb. 24^ — We have spent three ia 
four days in enquiring about Chittagong^ 
and the prospect of getting a passi^ di* 
rectly thither, or by the way of Bengal. 

*' This eyening Moung Byaay came up 
with his brother-in-law Moung Myat-yah, 
who has lived in our yard several months, 
and fn-merly attended worsh^ in theZayat. 
^ I have come,' said Moung Byaay, ' to 
petiti<m that you wiU not leave Rangocm 
at present.' — ^ I thin V replied I, ^ that it is 
useless to remain under presait clrcum^ 
stuiees. We cannot open the Zayat; we 
cannot have publk worship ; no Bucntoa 
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will dare to examme tbis religion; and if 
none examine^ none can be expected to 
embrace it' — ' Teacher/ said he, ' my 
mind is distressed ; I can neither eat nor 
e\e^y since I find you are going away. T 
have been around among those who livd 
near us, and I find some who are even now 
^ounining the new religion* Brother Myat- 
yah is one of them, and he unites with me 
in my petition. (Here Myat-yah assented 
that it was so.) Do. stay with us a few 
months. Do stay till there are eight or ten 
disciples. Then appoint one to be the teach* 
er of the rest ; I shall not be ooncemed 
about the event : though you should leave 
the country, the religion will spread of it- 
self. The emperor himself cannot stop it. 
But if you go now, and take the two dist 
ciples that can follow, I shall be left alone. 
I canned baptize those who may wish to 
embrace this re%ion. What can I do ?' 
Moung Nau came in, and expressed him- 
self in a similar way. He thought that 
sevQcal would yet become disciples, not- 
withstanding all (^qposition, and that it was 
best for us to stay a while. We could not re- 
strain our tears at hearingall this; and we told 
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them,* that as We lived ooly for the promcK 
tion of the cause of Clurist among the Bur* 
mans, if there was any prospect of success 
in Rangoon, we had no desire to go to an- 
other place, and would therefore reconsider 
the matter. 

" FAfVMry 26til. Moung Shway-boo, a 
sedate and jdeasant man, who came toHve 
in our yard just bdbre we went to Ava, ao« 
companied Moui^ Myat-yah to the. usual 
evening worship;. When we w^re ahout 
broking up, Moiing Thdklah b^;an c<m- 
versation,' by-saying, * Teajcher, your in- 
tention of going away has fiUed us all with 
trouble* Is it good to forsake us tfans ? Not- 
withstanding piresent difficulties and dan- 
gers, it is to be remembered that this woirk is 
not ours, or yours, but tile work of God. 
Ifheli^ve Ught, the religion will spread. 
tMJiing cajQ impede it.' After cQRvetsii^ 
some time, I found that Moung Louk, an- 
other inhabitant of the yard, had been liih 
tentng without. Accordingly, he was in* 
^ed to take his :seat with the in^j^ers. 
IVEonng Byaay now began to be in eai^i^st; 
his am was elevated, a^d Us eyes ln*]ght-f 
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ened. < Let us all/ said he, < make an 
cfflfort Ab for me, I will pray. Only 
leave a little choreh ci ten, with a teachar 
set orer them, and I shall be fiilly satisfied.'* 
. Moung Nau took a very active part in the 
conversation* The three new ones said 
nothing, except that they were desirous of 
oon«Mierii^ the religion of Christ. Neithw 
of them, hownver, was willing to admit 
that, as yet, he believed any thing. 

*^ We felt that it was impossible for na 
all to leave these pec^le, in these interesting 
eircumstances ; and at the same time fidt 
it very important that Chittagong should 
not be neglected. Under these circum- 
stances, we came to the conclusion, that 
brother Colman should proceed immediate- 
ly to- Chittagong, collect the Arrakanese 
converts, and form a station, to which new 
missionaries from the Board might at first 
repair, and to which I might ultimately 
flee, with those cf the disciples that cot^ 
leave the country, when we found that 
persecution so violent, as to suppress ^ 
further enquiry, and render it useless ^Bmji\ 
rash to remain ; that I should remain in 
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Rangodn until the state of things became 
ftns desperate, and th^i endeavour to join 
brother C in Chittagong ; but that if, con- 
trary to our expectation, the Rai^^focm sta- 
tion should, after a lapse <^ several months, 
appear to be tenaUe, and that for an inde^ 
finite time, and some work be evidenfly 
going on, broths G. after settling one or 
two missionaries in Chitts^ong, to keep 
that place, should rejoin me in Rangoon/' 

Mrs Judson's heakh having suffered con- 
siderably by her residence at Rangoon, it 
was judged expedient that she should take 
a voyage to America. She accordingly left ' 
Al>Juds<^to pursue l^s missionary labours^ 
and embarked for Calcutta. After waiti&g 
for isome time for a vessel for America, Jbe 
could not find cme, and this circumstance 
was the occasion of her visiting Britain^ 
This visit produced various happy effects. 
She was, in the first . place, able to eom- 
mitoicate much valfiable information re^ 
garding the Burman Missic^i ; fuid no^one 
could be in company with her, aQd hear 
her description of the state of that cou^itryv; 
together with the efforts of the mission- 
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aries to improTe the condition of itslnbaln- 
tants, witlMHit feelmg a greatly mcresmeA 
interest in the suoeeBs of their exertions* 
She particularly priq^osed a plan of pur- 
<Aafiisg a number of i^nnale children, who, 
in that country, are frequ^dy exposed to 
sale to pay the debts ot their father, to 
educate these heivelf, and thus to give to 
the Burmans a specimen <^ the advantage 
to be derived from female education. Se-* 
veral persons oheerfiilly subscribed to en- 
able her to carry, this measure into emct ; 
and as she is still desirous of jn'o^iec^ting 
that plan, while she will liave if in her 
power to do so^ &r more advantdigeously 
than before the war, we have no-disubt that 
this will have its place among the various 
odier schemes for promoting th^ hl^jqpiness 
of ike human race, so generouslyjsupported 
by Britif^h benevolence. 

But there was another object obtained, 
by her visiting this country, and which 
it cannot be supposed would be overlooked 
by one, who was so much accustomed to 
mark the overriding providence of Qod* 
Two young ladies came home in die vessel 
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gith Imp) wjioee attention she was die 
bappy uuitrom^it af directing to the Ghw- 
pel of Jesus Christ. While this is unques- 
tionably tho most important service which 
one hunian being can be the means of per* 
fonung to another, she used to speak of 
this circumstance with the most lively grar 
'Ikade, and conndered it as furnishing a 
* most satiRfectory explanation of the reason 
why she could not find a ship direct tot 
America. In the wonderful arrangements 
of Divine Providence, she was thus brought 
into contact with those to whom she was 
form«*ly a total stranger, but whose best** 
whose highest — ^and eternal interests, she 
was thus4he honoured instrument of pro* 
moting. 

The nexi incident in the history of 
this mission, we shall notice, is a second 
visit to Ava, which Mr Judson paid, in 
connecticm with Dr Price, idio was ac- 
quainted v^th the science of medicine, and 
who had been sent out by the Amfidcan 
Board of fdreogn misdbna, 4o j^MB him. This 
visit to tho capital, was in compliattee vnA 
the express invitation of the empercnri 'Jwl 
as tUs was the case, a more frvouraUe 
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issue might have been reascmably 'antkaw 
pated, tkm that which attended the former 
one. It took place in the year 1822. The 
following is the account given of it in Mr 
Judson's journal : — 

" After much "tedious detention, result- 
ing from our connection with, government,* 
Brother Price and myself set ottt from 
Rangoon, on the 28th erf August, in a bo«* 
fbmished' at the public expense ; and <m 
the 27th of September reached Ava, the 
present capital. We were immediately 
introduced to the king, who received Br^ 
ther Price very graciously, and made-wany 
enquiries about his medical skill, but took 
no notice of me, except as interpreter. Tii^ 
atwenwoon Moung Zah, however, immedti 
ately reciognized me, made a few enquiries 
about my welfere, in presence of the king, 
and after his majesty had withdrawn, con- 
v^sed a little on religious subjects, and 
gave me some private encouragement to 
remain at the capital. 

^OcL 1.— To-daythe king noticedmefot 
the first time, though I have appeared be* 
fere him nearly every day smce our arriTal. 
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After mtldiig some e^uiries, as lunial, 
abomt Brother Price, he added» ^ And yoa 
in bladr, what are you? a medical man 
too ? ' Not a medical man^ but a teacher 
of religion, your mijesty.* He proceeded 
to make a few enquiricB about my religion, 
and then put the alarming question, who* 
Iher ai^ had ^nluraced iL I evaded by 
saying, ' Not here*' He persisted, ^ Are 
Hmre any in Rangoon 7 ^ There are a 
few.* ' Are they fordgners ? I trembled 
tot the consequences of an answer, which 
m^t inrolve the little church in j*uin; 
but Ae truth must be 8aerificed« or the 
consequences hazarded, and I therefore re* 
jdied, ^ There are 8(»ne foreigners and some 
Burmans/ He remained silent a few mo* 
ments, but presently shewed thai he was 
not displeased, byaddng a great variety 
of qiieslions on religion and geograjAy and 
astronomy, some of which were answered 
in such a satisfactory manner, as to occa* 
sion a general expression of apprdbaticm in 
all tiie court present. After his majesty 
r^ired a than-dau-tsen (a royal secretary) . 
entered into conversation, and allowed me 
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tb expatiate on seTeral topics of the CIm8- 
tian religion, in my usnal way. And all 
diis took place in the hearing of l3ie very 
man, now an atenwoon, who, many years 
ago, caused his uncle to be tortured almost 
to death under tJbe iron maul, for renoun* 
ciug Budhism, and embracing tiie Roman 
Catholic religion ! Thanks be to God, for 
the encouragement of ^this day. The ino- 
nardb of the empire has distincdy under* 
stood that some of his subjects hare em* 
braced the Christian religion, and his wrath 
has been restrained. Let us then hope^ 
that as he becomes more acquainted Willi 
the excellence bf the religion, he will be 
more and more willing that his subjects 
should embrace it 

^ Oct 3.— 'Left the boat, and moved into 
the house ordered to be erected for us by 
the king. A mere temporary shed, how- 
ever, it proves to be, scarcely sufficient to 
screen us from the gaze of people without, 
or from the rain above. It is situated near 
the present palace, and joins the inclosure 
of l^ince M — ^ eldest half*brother of Ae 
king. 
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*' Oct* 4i — On our return from the palac^ 
wMtber we go every m<Nniing after break- 
£E»t, Prince M — sent for me. I had seen 
him onoe before, in comf^iBny with Brother 
Price, whom he called for medical advice. 
To-day he wished to converse .on acience 
and religion. He is a fine, yomig man of 
twenty^dght, but greatly dis^ured by a 
paralytic aifeetion of the arms and legs. 
Being cut off from the usual sources of 
amusement, and having associatejd a litde 
with the Portuguese padres who have livecl 
at Ava, he has acquired a strong taste for 
foreign science. My communications in-. 
* terested him very mucb» and I . found it 
difficult to get away> until Brother Price 
sent expressly for me to go agtdii to the 
palace. . 

" OcL 16. — ^Had.a very interesting con-^ 
versation, ;in the palace, with two of the 
atenwoons and several officers, on the be* 
ing of God, and othw tc^ics of the Chris- 
tian rdigion. Some of them manifested a 
spirit of candour and firee inquii^y which 
greatly encouraged me. . ■■'./ 

'' Oct £l.«r-Vmted lli^ atwwlKm^]^IMng: 
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Z. and had a long eonveraation on tbe re- 
ligion and customs of foreigners, in t^likh 
I endeavoured to eommunicate as much as 
poiteibk of the Grospel. Upon the wlude» 
he appeared to be rather fiivourably dk- 
posed; and on my taking leave, invited me 
respectfully to visit him oecasionally« 
Thence I proceeded to the palace; and 
thence to the house of Prince M — , with 
whom I had an hour^s uninterrtq>ted con- 
versation. But I am sorry to find that he 
is rather amused with the information I 
^ve him, than diqKMsed to consider it a 
matter of personal concern. I presented 
him with a tract, which hereceivedas a fii* 
vour ; and finally I ventured to ask him, 
wfiether Burman subjects, who should ooi^ 
sider and embrace the Christian religion, 
Would be liable to persecution* He re- 
]^ed, < Not under the re^ of my bro- 
ther. He has a good heart, and wishes all 
to believe and worship as they please.* 

Oct. 28^— Had some pleasant conversa- 
tion vrith Moung Zah, in 4he palace, part- 
ly in the hearing of ^i^ king. At lengtli 
his majesty came forward, and honoured 
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ixm with some personal notipe tot the bcm 
. eoi^d time^ mquked mueh about my coun-^ 
try, and authorised bm to invite Amerieaa 
ships to bis domimonB, assuring tb«h of 
pcoteetioui and ottmag . every £a€ility fo^r 
the purposes of trade, 

''Oct. 26.— While I lay iU with the fever 
and ague, some days ago^ a young man, 
brother of an officer of Prince M— , visil- 
ed me, and listened to a ccnuiderable expf^ . 
- sition of gospel truth. Since then, he has 
oecasionaJly ealled, and manifested a desire 
to hear and know more* This evenizig.he 
«ame to attend our evonng worships and 
remained conveiBii^ tUl 9 o^elock. I l^pe 
that light is dawning on his mind. He 
desires'^to know the truth, appears to b^ 
in some degree, sensible of his sins, and 
has some sEgfat apprtliension of the love 
«nd ^aee of the Lord Jesus Christ. > . 

^'Oct. 28.— Spent the forenoon with 
Prince M — ^. He obtained, fer the .first 
time, some view of the nature of Aeaton^ 
ment, and cried out " good, good.- He 
then ^oposed a number of objectiotis, 
which I amoved to his apparent sattofiMS- 
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tion. Our subsequent conversation turn- 
ed, as usual, on points of geography and 
astronomy. He candidly acknowledged 
ihat he could not resist my arguments in 
favour of the Copernican system ; and that, 
if he admitted them, he must also admit 
that the Budhist system was overthrown. 

" 0<^. 29. — ^Made an introductory visit 
to the great Prince, so called, by way of 
eminence, being the only brother of the 
queen, and sustaining the rank of chief 
atwenwoon. Have frequently met him at 
the palace, where he has treated me rather 
imcourteously ; and my reception to-day 
was such as I had too much reason to 
expect 

** 0(^ 30. — Spent part of the forenoon 
with Prince M — and his wife, the Prin- 
cess of S — f own sister of the king* Grave 
her a copy of Mrs Judson^s Burman Gate* 
chism, with which she was much pleased. 
They both appear to be somewhat attached 
to me, and say, do not return to Itango<m, 
but, when your wife arrives, caU her to 
Ava — ^the king will give you a ^ece ci 
ground, on which to build a kyoun^ a 
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house appropriated to the residence ofsa* 
cred characters.^' 

" Oct. 31. — Visited the atenwoon Moung 
K — y, whom I have freqttently met at the 
palace, who has treated me with distin- 
guished candour. He receiyed me very 
politely, and, laying aside his official dig- 
nity, entered into a most spirited dispute 
on yarious points of religion. He pretend- 
ed to maintain his ground without the 
shadow pf doubt; but I am inclined to 
think that he has serious doubts. We 
parted in a very friendly manner, and he 
invited me to visit him occasionally. 

" Nov. 1. — ^Visited the Tset-kyah-woon- 
gyee, at his particular request, with Bro^ 
ther Price. He made the usual inquiries, 
medical and thecJogical, and treated us 
with marked politeness.'* 

The woongyees, of which there are four, 
rank next to the members of the royal fa- 
mily, being public ministers of states and 
forming the high court of the empire^ 
The atenwb(ms, of which there are sixr^nr 
seven, may be termed private ministers qf 
state, forming the privy council of the kmg. 
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Nwt in rank to iiie wongyees ace tlie 
woondouks, assistants or d^nties of Ae 
WooBtgyeea. The sabordiaate officers, both 
dF tile palace and of the high eovatt, are 
muneroufi. ^ 

tlndeistood that, acecH*ding to the pah^ 
He registers, 40,000 houses have removed 
feom Ab-mah-xeh^pcnre to Avsa, tb» new 
eapital, and that 80^000 ranain. The 
Burmans reckon ten persons, great and 
sttidl^ to a h<Htse, which gives 700,000 for 
the whdie population of the metxopoUs of 
Bnnuah* 

^^Nao» 12.*-— %ent the whole forenoon 
with Prinoe M«— and his wife» Made a 
fuller disclosnre than ever b^ore, of the 
nature (£ the Christian rdigion, the ob- 
ject of Oiristkuis in sending me to thk 
country, my former r^ulse at court, and 
|iie reason of it, our exposure to persecu- 
tion in RangiK»i, the affiur of Mcmng 
6hwa-gnong, &c. &c. They entered into 
my views and feelings with considerable 
interest; but both said decidedly, that 
though the king would not himself perse- 
ent^ any one on account of religion, he 
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would not give any order exempting ftom 
persecution, but ^vitould leave his subjects, 
throughout the empire, to the regular ltd- 
ministration of the local authorities. 

"After giving the prince a suceint ac- 
count of my religious experience, I vto- 
tured to warn him of his danger, and urge 
him to make the Christian religion his im- 
mediate personal concern. He appeared, 
fur a moment, to feel the force of what I 
said, but soon replied, ^lam yet young, 
only twenty-eight. I am desirous of stu- 
dying all the foreign arts and scieiices» 
My mind witf then be enlarged, and I 
slmll be, capable of judging whether the 
Christian religion be true or not.' • *But 
suppose your highness changes worlds in 
the mean time.' His countenance again 
fell. ^ It is true,' said he, ^ I know not 
when I shall die.' I suggested that it 
would be well to pray to God for Ughl^ 
which, if obtained, would enable him at 
once to distinguish between trutii and 
falsehood ; and so we pdrted. . O, Founi^ 
tain of Light! shed down one ray into the 
mind of this amiable prince, that he may 
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beoome s patron of thine infant cause, and 
inherit an eternal crown. 

^N&o. 14b-^AniMlier interview with 
Prince M — . He seemed at one lime al- 
most ready to give i^ the rdiigion of Gau- 
dama, and Ustened, with such eaf emest 
and pleasure, to the evideiices of the Chri»- 
tian religion. But presently ivo Burman 
teachers came in, with whom lie imme- 
diately jdined, and contradicted all I said. 

" Nov. 18 ^Visited the Princess of T— , 

at her particular request. She is the eld- 
est own sister ef the king, and therdbre, 
according to Burman laws, consigned to 
perpetual celibacy. She had heard of me 
frflon her broAer-m-Iaw, Prince M — ^ and 
wished to conyerse on science and religion. 
Her chief officer and the mayor of tlie 
city were present ; and we carried on a 
desultory conversation, such as necessarily 
takes place bn die first interview. Her 
highness treated me with uncommon affii- 
biUty and respect, and invited me to call 
freipienfly. 

*^Nav. 20. — ^Had an interesting inter- 
view with Prince M-^, and presented Ima 
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with a copy of the three last ehapters of 
Matthew, ii^ ctHapliaiiee widM^his wish to 
have an accoant of thedeath aad resurrec* 
tion of Jesus Christ. 

^^ In prosecuting the business of Undea* 
vimring to procure a situation on^ wl^ch I 
might build a bodse, I had one notioeaUe 
interview with the king. Brother Prke 
and two English gentlemen were present* 
The king appeared to be attracted by our 
number, and came toward us ; but his con- 
versation was directed chiefly to me. He 
again enquired about the Bnrmans who had 
embraced my religion. * Are they real 
Burmans ? Do they dress like Burmai^t ?' 
&c. I had occasion to remark, that I 
preached every Sunday, * What! in Burr 
man ? Yes. ^ Let us hear how you 
j»reach.'* I hesitated. An atwenwoon re^ 
peated the oider. I b^an with a. form of 
worship which first ascribes ^ory 1p God, 
and then declares the commands of the law 
of the gospel ; after which I stopt. ^ Go on,^ 
said another atwenwoon. The whole court 
wasprofoundly silent. I proceeded with afew 
$entetacet|, declarative of the perfections of 
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God, tidien his majesty's curiosity was sa- 
tisfied^ and he interrupted me. In the course 
of subsequent conversation, he asked what 
I had to say of Gaudama. I replied that 
we all knew he was the son of king 
Thog-dau-dah-nah ; that we r^arded him 
as a wise man and a great teacher, but did 
not call him God. ^ That is right,' said 
M oung EL N. an atwenwoon who has not ' 
hitherto appeared very friendly to me, 
as he proceeded to relate the substance 
of a long communication which I lately 
made to him in the privy-council room 
about God and Christ, &c. And this he 
did in a very clear and satisfactory manner. 
Moung Z — J encouraged by all this, really 
b^;an to take the side of God, before his 
majesty, and said ^ Nearly all the world, 
your majesty, believe in an eternal Grod ; 
all, except Burmah and Siam, these little 
spots !' His majesty remained silent; 
and after some other desultory inquiries he 
abruptly rose and retired. 

*^Jan^ 2d. — To-day I informed the king 
that it was my intention to return to Ran- 
goon. ^ Will you proceed thence to your 
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own country ?* * Only to Rangoon.' 
His majesty gaye an acquiescing nod. 
The atwenwoon Moung Z — , inquired 
* Will you both go, or will the doctor re- 
mmn? I said that he would remain. 
Brother Price made some rematk on the 
approaching hot season, and the inconve- 
nience of our present situation : on whjsch 
Moung T^y inferring that it was t>n ac- 
count of the climate that I was about leay- 
ing, turned to me saying, * Then you 
will return here after the hot season/ I 
looked at the king, and said, that if it was 
convenient, I would return; which his 
majesty again sanctioned by an acquies- 
cing nod and smile ; and in reply to Bro- 
ther Price said, ^Let a place be given 
him.' 

^^ In the evening had a long conversation 
with Moung Z — on religion. He believes 
that there is an eternal Grod, and that Gau- 
dama, and Christ, and Mohammed, and 
others are great teachers, who communi- 
cated as much trutii respectively.as they 
co^ld ; but that their communications are 
not the word of God. I pressed my ar- 
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guments as fiur as I dared; but he seemed 
to have reflected much on the subject, and 
to have become quite settled and inflexible 
in his conclusions. On parting, however, 
he renf&rked, ^ This is a deepand difficult 
subject. Do you, teacher, consider fieuiher, 
and I also will cMisider. 

Mr Judson, after having made several 
unsuccessful attempts to procure a site for 
a dwelling house, and especially one on the 
banks of the river, which had been ap- 
propriated by Ihe chief woongyee, thmi 
writes. ^^ This evening I sought another 
interview with the chief woongyee, and 
was 430 fortunate as to find him at hjs 
house, lying down surrounded by forty 
or fifty of his people. I pressed for- 
ward into the foremost rank, and placed 
myself in a proper attitude. After a 
while his eye fell upon me, and I held 
up a small bottle of eau de luce, and de- 
sired to present it. One of his officers car- 
ried it to him. He happened to be much 
jdeased with it, and sat upright — < What 
kind of a house do you intend to build T' 
I told him, but added, ^ I have no place to 
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^ build on, my lord.^ He remained in a me- 
ditating attitude a few moments, and then 
suddenly replied, ^ If you want the littk in" 

^ dasure, take itP I expressed my grati* 
tdde. He b^;an to take more notice of 

^ nie— enquired aboutmy character and pro- 
fession, and then entered, with considerable 
spirit, on die subject c£ reli^on. After 

^ some conversation, he desired a specimen 
of my mode of worship and preaching, 
and I, was obl%ed to repeat much more 
than I did before the king; for whenever 
I desisted, he ordered me to go on. When 
his curiosity was satisfied, he lay down, 
and I quietly rethred. 

^^ Jaiiu 2^/l — Embarked in a small boat, 
intending to go day and night, and touch 
no where, in order to avoid the robbers, o£ 
which we have lately had alarming ac- 
counts. 

<< JPeft. 2. LartFs day — ^At one o^dock in 
the morning reached Rangoon, seven days 
froni Ava. 

^^ The Nan-gau-gong disciples sq^ came 
over from Dah-Iah, on the oiq^aelie side 
of the river, whither they and the Pah- 
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tflooan-cbuag disciples and inquirers have 
t^ken refuge, to escape the heavy taxa- 
tions and the illegal harasunents of every 
kind, allowed under the new viceroy of 
Rangocm. Others of the disciples have 
fled elsewhere, so that there k not a single 
one remaining in Rangoon, except three 
or four with us* The NaH-dau-'gong dis- 
ciples^ house has been demolidbed, ^aod 
their place taken by government, at 'the 
instigation of then* neighbours, who hate 
them on account of religion. Mah Myat* 
la died before the removal. Her sist^ 
gave me the particulars of her death. 
Some of her last expressions were — ^I 
put my trust in Jesus Christ — I Idve to 
pray to him — am not afraid of ckath — 
shall soon be with Christ in heeiven. 

^^ A letter from Mrs Judson, in England^ 
informs me that she is going to America, 
and will not be here under several mondis. 
I propose^ therefore^ waiting her return, 
and occupying the interval in finishing the 
translation of the New Testament.'' 

There are s<»ne addit«>nal circumstances 
not adverted to in this joormd, but eon-^ 
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Hected with this part of the history of the 
Burman Mission. One of these i% that 
in addition to Dr Price's aoqoaintmnce with 
medical science, he carried with him to 
Ava a galyanic battery, the dischaiqge of 
which, it may be well supposed, astonkh- 
ed the etofperor and all his court, and, for 
the tim^ at least, appeared to secure from 
tbem a degree of respe^ for thbse who 
shewed that they possessed so mach more 
knowle^e than themselves. But we shall 
give the Doctor's own aecoani of 1^, as 
well as oi the eacerdbe of his medkal skill, in 
his own words. The following are extracts 
from an Ameriosai publication, as they ^ 
pear in lett^s sent by Dr P. to firi^ads 
in that conntry# 

In a letter ^ted Ava, Oct. 1. 1822, he 
thus writes to the corresponding secretary 
of the Afitterican Missionary Society :— 

«* My dear Brother, — It has pleased the 
Great Ruler of the skies to bring us into 
the immediate presence of the king o£ Bur* 
mah. Jui^t one year from my reaching 
Bengal, I was introduced into the palace of 
tiie great emperor, and informed thlit I must 
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make his capital my place of' residence. 
This is an event for which we have longed 
and prayed, as calculated to give stability 
to the mission in a land like this, where all 
are respected according to Ihe notice be- 
stowed on them by the king. Whether 
our anxious anticipations will be realized, is 
known only to Him on whose business we 
came, and who, we trust, has sent us fai- 
dier for good. Our reception was gratify- 
ing. We were obliged to submit to no ce- 
remony . As soon as the king was inform- 
ed of our arrival, a royal order was issued 
for our immediate introduction. As we 
entered, with the impatience of a despotic 
prince, he called to know which was Uie 
Doctor. We were taken into an open 
court, and seated on a bamboo floor, about 
ten feet from the chair of the monarch. 
'They are from the western continent,' 
was the first remark; after which, one 
great man deliv^ed hisaccount to us. He 
then interrogated me as to my skill in 
curing eyes, cutting out w^is, setting bro- 
ken arms and legs, besides other things to 
which my skill did not extend. Our nuk 
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diciii0i were then called for, and all my 
stock inspected. The sui^cal cases were 
much admired. After looldng at mine, die 
king sent for his own ; one case of wldchbeing 
unlike mine, he immediately gave it into my 
hands to use. This I considered as equi- 
valent to fixing me here for life. After my 
galvanic pile had amused the king and his 
courtiers for an hour, we were dismissed 
with an order to look outa place we liked, 
and he would build a house for us. An 
ordeir was also given to look up all the dis- 
eased people, and have my decision upon 
them. 

^^ The king is a man of small stature, 
very straight ; steps with a natural air of 
superiority, but has not the least appear- 
ance of it in conversation. On the con- 
trary, he is always pleasant and good hu- 
moured, so far as I have yet seen him. 
He wears a red finely-striped silk doth 
from his waist to his knees, and a blue 
and white handkerchief on his head. He 
has apparently the good of his people^ as 
well as the glory of his kingdom at heart; 
fMKi is e&fiow^Bging foreign mercbatiti^ imd 
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especially artisans, to settle in his appitaiL 
A watchmaker at this moment could ob- 
tain any favour he should please to ask. 
Hie same might be vouched for a chair^ 
midcer, or cabinet-maker, &c. as the king 
has wisdom enough to prefer fordgn ma« 
Uttfacturers, when he seea their superi<Nri^ 
ty to hid own. On the suliject of religicni^ 
he appears, like all his people, devoted to 
his idids. But he has never yet persecidied 
f<Nr religion^B sake ! O that he might yet 
foe brought to know and love the supreme 
God ! Seventeen miliums of peqpk, mad an 
Ihdr idolSf demand the active sympathy of a ' 
ChrisUan peopUP 

In smother communication, the follow- 
ing passage occurs. ^^ About the middle of 
April last, Dr P. performed the operat]<m 
for a cataract on both the eyes of a Bur- 
man woman, who had been blind two or 
three years. Soon afler the experiment she 
could, by the aid of spectacles, see to^read 
distinctly. The fact excited so great a cu- 
riosity, that the house in which the doctor 
resided, was thronged by visitors with dis- 
eased eyes. So great was the concourse, 
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that they were obliged to bar the doors of 
their house, that they might study or eat 
without interruption. With the advice of 
Mr Judson, Dr Price has hired two or 
three native converts to assist him in the 
performance for good cataracts, and all 
easy surgical operations. By the assist- 
ance « of these men, whom he considers 
faithful, he occupies two or three hours in 
a day in attending to the cases presented. 
The governor's wife has sent for the Doc- 
tor twice ; and he is strongly inclined to 
.the hope that God will grant Mr Judson 
and himsdUr the favour of the rulers of this 
land.'' 

The importance of employing science as 
a handmaid to religion, and as the in- 
strument of promoting it among barba- 
rous nations, is a sentiment which has been 
very ably stated, in a late interesting pub- 
lotion, entitled^ ^^ The advancement of 
fpociety in knowledge and religion, by James 
Douglas, Esq." This opinion is quite in 
unison with those interesting statements 
we have lately had in this city from the 
Rev. Dr Marshman, from Serampore, re- 
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garding the present state of India, and itkt 
prospects of the cruel and licentious super- 
stitions which prev^l in that country 
being overthrown, in connexion with the 
diffusion of general knowledge among its 
inhabitants.* One ^^ample may be se- 
lected as an illustration of this general 
truth. It is well known, that one o£ the 
superstitions found in India^^is, thUt an 
eclipoe of the moon is occasioned by a 
monster attempting to swallow that body. 
Accordingly, the inhabitants bring out 
drums^ and make as great a noise as possi- 
ble, vnth the riew of driving the monster 
off; and when the obscuration occasioned 
by the eclipse passes away, they felicitate 
themselves on the success of thdr efforts, 
in delivering from the jaws of the monster 
so valuable a luminary, while he was just 
about to devour it. It is obvious, then, 

* It is to be hoped that Dr Marshman will publish the 
substADce of these addresses, as they contidn a large por« 
tion of information which is quite new to the inhabitants 
fi( this country in general» but which is fitted to give a 
deeper interest than ever was felt before, to evexy exertion 
that is made to diffuse education, and especially the know- 
ledge of Christianity through our Indian possessions. 
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that tbe knowledge of tbe cause of .an 
eelipse, if generally diflfiised, must cut^p 
such a superslition by the very root. 

What occurred on the occasion of Dr 
Price vidting Ate, is one of the best illus- 
trations of the proper application of scienti- 
fic knowledge in aid of missionary exertiims, 
we have met with. When Mr Judson and 
Mr Colman formerly visited that city, they 
were told, that if they had any discovery 
in medicine which could be of use to the 

.emperor, they might make it to his physi- 

' eian, and that lie should report accordingly, 
intimating, it would appear, that in this 
case they might remain, but if not, his ma« 

jesty had no use for them, nor would he 
permit them to continue. On the other 
hand, when Dr Price came, his scientiiic 
and medical knowledge, immediately se- 
cured him an invitation to take up his re- 
mdence in the capital. 

The subsequent, and almost unexampled 

Calamities in which Dr Price and Mr Jud- 
son were invdived, do not at all affect the 
argument here. These, as will be seen, 
arose from circumstances altogether extra-^ 
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neouSs and such, that no superiority of 
knovi^edge on the part of the missioimries, 
however clearly admitted by the Burmese, 
could be supposed to have any e£fect in 
mitigating their tufferings. But had not 
these circumstances occurred, which sub- 
jected them to so much suspicion, odium, 
and persecution, it is not easy to calculate 
how much their manifest superiority in 
scientific knowledge, would have had the 
effect of securing a favourable hearing at . 
least, on the part of those they addressed, 
and di(q>osed Uiem to listen i;^th attention 
to the doctrines they propagated: 

The next communication is one which is 
verypartiallyknown in Ais country. It con- 
isins two letters written by Mrs Judson on 
her return to Rangoon ; the one giving an 
account of her arrival just at the time when 
Mr Judson had given up all hope of ever 
seeing her again ; and the other containing 
a description, in her own spirited and gra- 
phic style, of her voyage with Mr Ju^n 
up the Irrawaddy, and their arrival ^d 
settlement at Ava. These letters were sent 
to a niece of the late Joseph Butterworth, 
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E8q.M.P« a ycmng lady with whom MrsJud- 
son had formed an intimate Mendship vrhmL 
in England, and while she experienced a 
high d^ee of Christian kindness and hos^ 
pitality under the roof of tkat excellent man. 
Some ^sopies of these letters were printed 
and cireolated among Mrs Judson's friends. 
The eflitor of these pages is not aware that 
any farther puUicity l^is yet been given to 
them. But he begs leave to take this op 
portunity of expressiag his obligation to 
Joseph H. Butterworth, Esq. son oi the 
aba^enmentioned gentleman, for kindly 
permitting him to insert these lotto's in 
this publication. 

«« ]|i88iOK*Hoii«S, Bakgoon, Dec. 11. 1828. 

" My dear Friend, — Shall I attempt to 
describe the sensations produced by find- 
ing myself in this much-loved qjot ?— -Yes, 
I am really in Bangoon, at my own study 
table, and surrounded by the same scene 
I have so frequently described to you. 

^^ It appears to me now all a dream 4that I 
have been in England, in America, and 
through all my wanderings^ am at last re- 
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turned, and find the same scene I left. Who 
has so much cause for gratitude and thank- 
fulness as myself? Who is under so great 
obligations to be entirely and exclusively 
devoted to Grod as I am ? Goodness and 
mercy have followed me all my days, but 
the kind, protecting care of Ghkl has been 
most conspicuously seen during my two 
yearns absence from Rangoon. 

" In my usual style I will give you, my 
dear friend, an account of myself since I 
last wrote, as you are so kind as to express 
so much pleasure in reading my little nar- 
ratives. On the 22nd June last, with a 
joyful heart, I left my native shores fot 
India, followed by the prayers of thou- 
sands, who were collected on the wharf to 
witness, our departure. In a fine new 
ship, a large airy cabin, with a kind oblig- 
ing captain, I found myself most pleasant- 
ly situated, and under the direction of our 
heavenly Father, the winds and waves 
were propitious, for we reached the sand 
heads in the Bay of Bengal in a hundred 
and five days from Boston. During our 
voyage, I had the hapjnness of witne 
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a most decided change in t^e captain, who, 
f6r two months previously io our arrival 
at Calcutta, devoted his whole time to the 
subject of religion, imd is resolved, on his 
return passage, to conduct worship him- 
sdf among his sailors on the Sabbath. . 

^* On my arrival in Bengal, you will rea- 
dily imagine my first inquiries were to 
ascertain what intell%ence had been re- 
ceived from Mr Judson, and what pros- 
pects of my speedy departure. The in- 
formation received from the former was 
animating and encouraging; but respect- 
ing the latter, sad indeed, ai it was ex- 
pected that no ship we^ild sail for several 
months, as very serious difficulties existed 
between the Burman and British Grovem- 
ments. For several days my mind was in 
a state of constant anxiety, but was instan- 
taneously relieved, by noticing a paragraph 
in the paper, advertising a ship for Ran- 
goon* I immediately engaged my passage ; 
and after a month^s residetice in the kind 
and hospitable family of the Rev. Mr Tbo- 
mason, I embarked for Rangoon, where 
I safidy arrived in nineteen days. * 
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** I dare not attempt to describe my feel- 
ings as the ship advanced towards the Bur- 
man coast. It was late in the evening 
when the vessel anchored; but the first 
object which caught my eye, as the boat 
rowed toward the shcnre, was Mr Jndson* 
From long ^cpectation and disappointment, 
he had acquired such an habitual i^dness 
and dejection of spirit, that it required all 
my exertion to disjperse it, and make hini 
Mr J. again. He had not heard a wcurd 
from me £br thirteen months, (owing to 
the £Edlure of my letters) and Ihe very day 
I arrived, he had in despair yielded all 
hope of my existence ! J soon had the hi^ 
piness of meeting Mah-Men-lay, Moung* 
Shay-bay, and others who are still an ho* 
nour to their profession. Mah Myaf-lay^ 
the seccmd female who was baptized, died 
in the triumphs of hope a few months ago. 
She longed for the hour of her release, and 
assured those who stood around her, that 
she would soon foe in the presence of Christ. 
Is not this one instance of the power of 
divine grace more than a comp^isation for 
all our days of darkness and distress, for-, 
merly spent in jHreparation for our work ? 
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'^ Mr Jttdson has his boats in readiness to 
proceed to Ava, and to-morrow we go on 
board. He has obtained considerable fa- 
vour from high officers in government, and 
thinks our prospects at Ava very encourag- 
ing. The king's own brother, a very 
powerful prince, has his attention ^^cited 
by the Christian religion, and has lately 
written « very kind, affectionate letter to 
1V& Judson, requesting his speedy return 
to Ava, and to bring with him all the sa- 
cred books.* A foreign female has nev^ 
yet been introduced to the Burman court, 
consequently much curiosity is excited by 
the expectation of my aj^val. May the 
God of heaven be our protector, and give 
us that wisdom which is profitable to di- 
rect. I feel, my dear friend, that I am 
about to begin anew my missionary 
work, and need m<»re grace, more resolu-* 
tion, and more sf»ritua]ity of feeling than 
ever before. We shall be surrounded by 
despotism and id<datry, but the God of 
Jacob is our hope, and in his hands we are 

* See pages 231.2, of Mrt Judson's printed Lettert on 
the Bttiman Mission. 
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as safe as in our own loved America. He 
has evidently pointed out to us. the path of 
duty, and shall we fear to follow where he 
leads ? It is easy for Grod to open the heart 
of the king and queen, and make them a 
nursing father and mother to the little 
church in Burmah. We cannot hope and 
expect too much from Gk>d. He has com- 
manded us to open our mouths wide, and 
he will fill them. 

" You shall hear from me on my arrival 
at the capital, for I am resolved to keep 
you acquainted with all our steps. I write 
this in great haste, being surrounded by 
women and children, who are waiting their 
final instructions. My schools will com- 
mence at Ava ; my hopes respecting them 
are very sanguine. I am much gratified 
by your remarks relative to *' The History 
of the Burman Mission.'' The first edi- 
tion was all sold before I left America, 
though in so poor a dress. Please to trans- 
mit to Mr Lawson (who is agent for our 
Board) all the money that has been c<d- 
lectkd for the school, with this direction : 
— " For Mrs Judson's Schools in the Bur- 
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man empire.^ I will give a particular 
and faithful account of the commencement 
and progress of my darling plan, for the 
information of those who are interested in 
the schools. Mr Judson would write, but 
every moment of his time is employed in 
preparing and arranging our baggage. He 
will write after our arrival at Ava. 

" The translation of the New Testament 
is finished. We will send you a copy of 
the whole when printed. 

^^ I know you will excuse this hasty, 
imperfect letter ; but, could you know all 
the circumstances under which I write, 
you would *not be surprised at the inaccu- 
racies. I could not think of Ifaving Ran- 
goon without informing you of my safe 
arrival. Let us assist each other in our 
way to heaven. Your letters will animate 
and encourage me ; mine may interest you, 
from the circumstances of being written in 
a heathen land. We shall, I trust, soon 
meet in heaven ; may our hearts, our best 
affections, be there long before us. This 
life is a vapour, it will soon pass away, 
and nothing will remain, excepting the ser*> 
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vices we now perform for Christ. Be 
pleased to present our warmest affections 
to our friends *****, whom I shall 
never forget to love and respect. May 
you be blessed, my dear friend, and be 
made increasingly useful, is the sincere 
wish of y<Hu: old and most affecti<mate 
friend, Ann H. Judson." 

^ OK THX AlKAA-WAH-TEE, DEC. 31, 1633. 

" Come, my dear friend, transport 
yourself for a few moments from your re- 
tired home, and refresh your imagination 
with a view of our floating conveyance ma- 
jestically passing die fertile banks of the 
Arah-wah-tee (Irrawaddy.) And had your 
eye the same power as imagination, could 
it rove with equal nq>idity over this widely 
extended globe, it ivould doubtless be in- 
duced to rest on worthier and m<H*e inter- 
esting objects, but could not find two hsqp- 
pier than your friend Ann and her behiyed 
Judson. It is one of those bright days pe- 
culiar to an Indian clime ; the cool refresh- 
ing breezes from the mountains with which 
we are now encircled^ whUe they imite with 
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tlie influence of the sun to produce a most 
delightful temperature of air, invigorate 
our frames and exhilarate our spirits ; the 
verdure and variety , of scenery exhibited 
on the banks of this noble river, every 
where interspersed, with native villages, 
and peasants' tents, all conspire to increase 
those pleasant sensations which our pecu- 
liar situation and circumstances are cal- 
culated to excite. Otir boat is so curious- 
ly constructed, and so unlike every thing 
in your civilized part of the world, that I 
hardly know in what language to give a 
description ^o as to present it clearly to 
your view ; it is a rude uncouth thing, and 
could you behold it floating down tiie river 
Thames, you might imagine that some 
ingenious fisherman had attached a pair of 
wings to his little hut, and was conveying 
it on a boat to your great metropolis, to 
gratify the ciuious gaze of the idle multi- 
tude. It is fifty feet in length and seven 
in width. Our rooms or cabins, two in 
number, are built on the top^ the*boat be- 
ing too shallow to admit any thing of the 
kind within, and constructed in the form 
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of a Burmaii house, with a sloping roof* 
The rooms extend half the length of the 
boat ; the one we ooenpy is made of ron^ 
boards, with a thatched roof, the other 
(occupied by the servants) of bamboo and - 
mats. The wings are fcNmied by the ex^ 
tension of the floor on each side, which 
makes a passage for the boatmen, without 
enterii^ our rooms* This heavy unwieldy 
thing is urged forward almost entirely by 
manual force, and is either drawn with 
ropes by the boatmen walking on the banks, 
or pushed by long poles. But so strong is the 
current at this season, and the wind always 
against us, that our progress is slow indeed. 
Yet in the midst of these incojiveniences 
and privations, we are happy, because the 
object we have in view will bear examina- 
tion. Were we thus penetrating into the 
heart of this heathen empire for the pur- 
pose of accumulating property, or gaining 
honour or renown, from our fellow-crea- 
tures, it would not be an object sufficient 
to sijq^port our minds under present cir- 
cumstances, and in anticipation of future 
evils. But we are assured that we are in 
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the service of Him wbo governs the world, 
who has said to his disciples, * Go into all 
the world,' &c. ; and this is our support 
and the reward of all our exertions, ^ Lo, 
I am with you aiumysj even to the end of 
the world.' Not a hair of our head can 
be injured, but with the permission of Him 
whose precious name we would make 
known to these jinenlightened healiien. 
Yes, my dear friend, the consideration jof 
the object we have in view, and the bright- 
ening prospects relative to ultimate success, 
fill us with joy, and make us happy, though 
in this rude solitary boaty far, far away 
firom all christian society, and no individual 
associate besides ourselves. Our faithful 
Moung-Ing^ is the only native Christian 
with us, the otihers being at present scat- 
tered according to circumstances. Three 
are already at Ava wcdting our arrival, and 
Mah-men-lay and others will follow, as 
soon'^as their domestic concerns will allQW^ 

* ..An mteresting account of the singular circumstanceB 
Attending the conversion of Moung-Ing, was Idhdly con- 
veyed to the editor, by Mrs Judson, when "^ vjait0d 
£dijiburgfa, and has sinee been printed in a vbI^U trnd 
,. price 4d. 
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Moung-Isg, with whom you are akeady 
well acquainted, is a firm, solid, and con- 
sistent Christian. He unites with us daily 
in family worship, and frequently leads in 
prayet, in our occasional religious confer- 
ences, when he exhibits much spiritual 
feeling and strength of intellect. We in- 
tend him for the teacher of our g^ls^ school, 
the commencement of which is, I trust, just 
at hand.'^ 

«« Jak.^0, 1824. 
^^Againltakeupmypen to converse alittl^ 
with you, though at this immense distance, 
and knowing, as I do, that you can make 
no response for months, and perhaps years. 
Yet it is a precious privilege to communi- 
cate our thoughts, feelings, and circum- 
stances, to those we love, though a reply 
be not the immediate result. Now I will 
suppose you sitting the other side of the 
trunk on which my writing-desk is placed, 
and go on with my relation. We are slow- 
ly progressing towards the capital of this 
very populous empire, and have thus far 
been preserved from the numerous dangcie« 
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witib whicli we are coDtiiiiially surrounded. 
No robbers have yet iuade their appearance, 
though we are frequently cautioned by the 
villagers to be on our guard* We have our 
fire-arms in readiness every evening, and 
when we have taken every precaution in our 
power, commit ourselves to the care oi 
our heav^y Father, and lie down and 
sleep as quietly, and feel as safe, as if we 
were in Bradford, [America] or in Lon- 
don. As the season is so cool and dry, we 
almost daily get a walk <m the banks, and 
, through th^ villages ; and at mich seasons 
tlra natives, are extremely amused at our 
strange appearance, having never before 
seen a foreign female* As soon as we 
enter a village or town, one calls to another 
•to come quick and look, when the women 
and children run out of their houses and 
follow us till we enter the boat» Some 
will run seveifil rods before us, in order to 
have a fair view as we approach: thtoi. If 
we happen to stc^ under ihe shade of a 
banyan, as is frequently the cas<e^ ^dl' the 
old men and women in the village am esS^ 
($d ai»l brought to see what their e^ 



d by Google 



72 AMERICAN MISSION IN 

never before behelcL Bat on guch oeca- 
gions we never experience any thing like 
insult or disrespect; on tiie contrary, the 
universal exclamation is, ^ Ha-ba-byce !' 
how handsome they are, how modest their 
dress, not even their hands are visible. We 
seldom let them know we understand thdr 
language, as our stay is not sufficiently 
long to enter onireligious subjects* In one 
instance, however, the boat being a loi^ 
time in doubling a point of land which we 
bad walked over^ and the multitude being 
assembled as usual, Mr J* introduced the 
subject of religion, when all were imme- 
diately silent and attentive* Two or tbree 
white-headed heathen who were presait, 
encouraged it by asking pertinent questions. 
A decent looking man, who appeared to be 
the school-master of the village, coming 
into the circle just at this time, Mr J* 
handed him a tract, and re«{uested him to 
read aloud* The subject of the tract was 
an account of the existence, perfections, 
and requirements of the eternal Grod, our 
lost state by nature, and redemption through 
Christ* When he had proceeded half way 
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through, he stopped, and exclaimed to the 
multituds, that these were great subjeets, 
that such a writii^ was worthy to be co- 
pied, and requested Mr J. to remain while 
he c<qpied it. He was informed that he 
might keep the tract, on condition that he 
constantly read it to his neighbours. Many 
joined in the petition that we would pass 
the remainder of the day and night in the 
village ; but our boat coming up, we were 
obliged to leave them, not however until 
we had sent up many secret petitions that 
the Holy Spirit might bless that single 
tract to the salvation of many of th^ dark, 
ignorant souls. A few days ago we had 
an especial cause of gratitude to Gk)d for 
his preserving care, when in imminent 
danger. In passing through one of the 
strong rapids, with which this river abounds, 
the rudder struck the. bottom, which tum^ 
ed the boat immediately across the cur- 
rent, imd laid her on her side. It being a 
cold morning our docnr was shut, and the 
boat bring on her side, it was some moments 
beftnre we could get it open, which circum- 
stance fora short time ocjicasioaed us to feel 
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all the horrors o£ ehipwreck. Every thing 
outBode of the cabins, Mofa as rice^ cooking 
utensils, and the boatman's mats were all 
afloat. Hie steersman, however, had pre^ 
tmiee of mind enoogh to cut the rudder 
from tlwboat, which ^labled the boalanento 
iraise hw from her side> and after drawing 
her to the shore, and repaiiing her rudder,, 
we proceeded on our way, feeling mtore 
than ever our dependence on God, tod ^6 
importance of having our mitids at all times 
stayed on him. Our fears have heen con- 
siderably excited for a few days past, on 
beholding the martial movements of the 
country. We understand that tlie empe^ 
ror is determined on war wilii the Englidi, 
and has ordered an army to proceed with 
b31 possible dispatch to Arrakan. Tester^ 
day we passed the head quarters of the 
troops^ and war boats are continually pass- 
ing ms. We know not what efiect this war 
will have upon our misinon, or how much 
our own lives will be endangered from the 
suspicion that we are English. But we fd* 
ways have this consolation, that God 
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seigns, and thai the greatest) as wdl astlie 
smallesti eveato are under kis direction. 

«» ArA, FCB. IS, 1#94. 
*^ I must now finish this long letter, as 
a gentleman is 014 the point of going to 
Bengal, and has kindly offered to take 
letters* We arriyed in safety at tkts city, 
twenty days ago, after a pleasant trip of six 
WBeks; we had not a house to eovBr our 
heads on our arrival, nor could we procure 
one which was sufficient to shdter us from 
the burning rays c^ the sun. We were 
therefore dbliged to renudn in our boat until 
we could b«Sd: you will I mm sure smile, 
when I t^ yen that we buik a house, asd 
moved into it in just a fortnight from our 
arrival ; it consists of three rooms and a 
verandah, delightfully situated on the bank 
of the river. The ground was given hust 
year to Mr J. by the king, and is eoft-> 
fiddered our own. The house we now. 
inhabit is desogned for the school-house 
for my girls, as soon as we can get 
another built • for our own use. The 
sefao(d has already commenced iwith l^iree 

G 
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little girh, whose shrill voices are now 
ringing in my ears while they read th^ 
lessons : they are fine children, - and im- 
prove- as fast in reading and sewing as any 
children in the world* Idoidbt not theschool 
will rapidly increase^ as soon as we have 
time to look around and make a selection. 
The emperor, on account of the present 
war with the English, is rather prejudised 
against foreigners, consequently Mr J.'s re- 
ception at court was rather cool. I have not 
yet been at the palace, as the king and all 
the royal family went to Umera-poora, in a . 
day after our arrival, wh^e Ihey remain 
until the completion of the Bew palace in 
Om city, when they will take possession in 
usual form, and Ava will in future be th^ 
residence. My old friend, the lady of the 
viceroy of Rangoon, came to see me as soon 
as she heard of my arrival, and has promis- 
ed to introduce me at court on the re- 
turn of the royal family. Her husband 
died during my absence, and with his 
death all her power and distinctions eease,' 
She is a well-informed, sensible woman,", 
and there is much more hope of her a^ 
tending to the subject of religion in her. ' 
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private situation, tban when she was in 
public life. In a day or two after our ar- 
riral, Mr J. introduced me to Prince M. 
and his princess; they treated us with the 
greatest kindness. The princess took me 
into her inner apartments, made me a hand- 
some present, and invited me to visit her fre^ 
quently, and ordered her cart to be pre- 
pared to convey me home. Prince M. is 
intelligent, desirous of obtaining foreign 
information, and has for some time been 
examining the Christian religion ! Oh I 
that a merciful God would enlighten his 
mind, and make him a real disciple of the 
blessed Redeemer. I hope to gain some 
influence over the princess, and induce 
her to read the New Testamait, which is 
now in her own language. She is sur- 
rounded at all times by twenty or thirty 
females, and who knows but religious con- 
versation maybe blessed to them, though the 
princess herself should nev^ be benefited. 
We have here an uncomipon field for useful- 
ness ; and if we only may be allowed to re- 
main, there is no doubt but much good 
would be done. My health has been much 
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improTed during my rayageOf and I begki 
to hope that I may bust yet some years : 
bat we ai'e, in a literal sense, alone* We 
have not half the means of obtaining intel- 
I%enee from our friends as when in Ran- 
goon ; and as for society^ it is so fiir out of 
the question, that we hardly think of men- 
tioning it Dr Price is our only mission*^ 
ary associate ; but he has marrried a mtn 
tive wife, and Hves the other dcb of Ae 
riy^. Mr J« preaches every Sabbi^ in 
lihe Doctor's house, where he has some- 
thing ^a congregation. We also have wor* 
riiip in Burman every evening in our own 
house, so that a faint ray of l%ht is b^^- 
nii^ to appear in this dark city. 

Remember ine most aflectionately to 
i M , whose likeness is now hanging be- 
fore me^ and is almost the only ornamqnt 
in our little house* Pray Idildly write a 
Hne to Miss H. of Liverpool, and inform 
her iliat the box of articles she forwarded 
ahrived just as I. was leaving Calcutta. 
They ware most acceptable, as we have 
daily occasions for distributing them. Say 
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«lso Aat I intend writing to her very soon. 
Do not forget to pray for your most affec- 
tionate friend, 

A. H. Iudson/ 

It has already heen observed in this last 
letter, that there was every appearance of 
warlike preparations in the Burman em- 
pire on the river Irrawaddy, and at Ava^ 
when Mr and Mrs Judson arrived there. 
It must be here noticed, that the mis- 
dion had by this time been strengthened 
by the arrival from America, of Mr and 
Mrs Wade, and Mr and Mrs Hough. 
Soon after this, the war against the Bur- 
mans was commenced on the part of the 
British government in India, by taking 
Rangoon, and here we have the foUow<» 
ing account of the sufferings to which the 
missionaries in that quarter were on this, 
occasion exposed. 

It is contained in a letter, written by 
Mrs Hough to her daughter then residing 
in Calcutta. 

« Rakoooit, May, 14, 1824* . 

'< The English have taken Rangoon, ai^ 

f c , 
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W09 through Biuch meroy, srh sparred ta 
tell you the joyful news. 1 thought three 
days ago, that hy this time you wc^uld have 
been an orphin. — ^Monday 10th, news of 
the arrival of the English fleet at the 
mouth of 1^ river, wail brought to Ran- 
goon^ but we could not believe it ; not that 
we thought it impossible, but we have be^ 
often deoriyed with idle reports, and placed 
no dependence on any thing we heard. 
Nearly all the Knglish gentlemen were din- 
ing in Lansago's (a Spanish gendeman%) 
gurden, and t»fore they had finished their 
^inner^ they were conveyed to the king's 
godown, and confined in chains. We 
Ihoi^ht that Mr Hough and Mr Wade 
would ^cape, being Americans, but wh3e 
we were at tea, a king'^s linguist^ with about 
twelve men, escorted them tjO the godowoS) 
. «nd put them with the other foreigners. 
Our servants nearly all took the alarm, and 
Mrs Wade ajid myself »pent a sleepless 
and wretd^ &%ht in liiis lonelyiplac^^ 
with only four servants in the housi Witb 
us. Mknmg Shwarba, a native Christian^ 
ke^ bytis^ and plrayed witli us, which Wfus 
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no small consolation. The oilier Christians 
went off.-^Tuesday morning, we sent Mr 
Wade and Mr Hough some breakfast, and 
hoped for a line or two, but they were not 
permitted to write. I wrote to Mr Sarkis, 
hegging him to use his influence with the 
government, to have Mr Hough and Mr 
Wade released, m they were Ameri- 
cans. He replied that he feared for him- 
self; that he had done all he could, but in 
vain. We thought we would go into 
' town, and if we could not comfort our hus- 
bands, suffer with them; but the town was 
crowded, and Moung Shwarba thought we 
should eidier be seized, or not permitted to 
ttiter the godown. About one o'dock p.m. 
the fleet came up to town, and received a 
shot from the Burmans. They returned 
two for one, and in a few moments every 
soul of the Bdrmans took what they could, 
and fled. The English {msoners had each 
an executioner over them, who was ordei> 
ed to strike off their heads when the nrsi: ^^ 
Ei^lii^gun was fired; but they were so"^. 
frightened that they crouched down in one 
corner ^of the room, expecting the whole 
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roof to fall upon them, and the third fire 
made them force the door mid run away ; 
they, however, fastened it upon the out- 
side. Not long after, the prisoners were 
taken out to be executed. Your -pspa pro- 
posed going to the fleet for terms of peace, 
which the Burmans were about assenting to, 
when the firing commenced again, and the 
Yay woon, with his officers, nm away, drag- 
ging the poor chained prisoners after them. 
Your papa and Mr Wade were chained to- 
gether, stripped of all their clothes, except 
shirt and pantaloons, (Mr Wade's shirt 
was taken from him,) not even their hats 
were left; their arms were tight corded be- 
hind, and an executioner kept hold of the 
rope. In this dreadful situation Mrs Wade 
and myself saw them from the window of 
a little hut to .which we had fled, expei^jng 
every. moment to be bound and treated in 
the same way. George ran out after your 
papa, who sent him back. The prisoners 
were taken about half way to the great pa- 
goda, when they releasedMr Hough, and sent 
him to the English fleet, though not with- 
•out his first promising to procure terms ei 
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peace. He went to the Commodore, on 
board H. M. ship Liffej, whose terms were 
that all the white prkoners should be im- 
mediately released, and if one drop of their 
blood were spilt, the whole conntry should 
be desolated by fire and sword. He went 
back with this message, but not being able 
to find either the Yaywoon or the English 
prisimers, he returned, and in the even- 
ing I saw him for the first time afber he 
left the house on Monday evening. Mr 
Wade Imd the other prisoners were releas- 
ed by the English die next day about noon. 
Mrs Wade and mysdf suffered every thing 
but imprisonment and death; and iht 
seene in the verandah of the Portuguese 
dhurch, to which we first fled, was bejrend 
all deseription. Mrs Turner, Mrs Snow- 
ball, and hundreds of the Portuguese, 
erowded togetiier. Mrs Wade and myself 
put on Burman clothes, and mingled widi 
the rest. When the English landed, we 
went out and put ourselves under their 
protection. They treated us with pity and 
aflSBcUon, took us into to\s4(^ /with them, 
where we met your papa in ^he evetJOD^ 
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and on Wednesday returned to the missitm- 
house, where we had found every thing 
nearly as we had left it. A few things were 
stolen from the opok-house, our horses were 
gone, and our cows we expect to lose, as 
they have not yet returned to the house^ 
which we expected to have found plunder- 
ed of every thing, and feel thankful to our 
merciful Father, that he spared us those 
comforts of which so many are deprived.'' 

Wldle the missionaries residing at Ran- 
goon were subjected to such sufferings as 
those now described, we find that Dr Price, 
with Mr and Mrs Judson, thenat Ava, were, 
in consequence of the breaking out of hosti- 
lities, exposed to distresses fully as severe, 
and far more protracted. The account of 
these is contained in a letter from Mrs 
Judson, after the arrival of the Britisli 
camp, addressed to the late Mf^^utter- 
worth, as has been already noticed, her kind 
host, during her reflldence in England. 
But while this estimable cblQ^ter Itad 
been removed, by death, before this 1<M4|r 
arrived, his son and r^resentiiiifctyjkinaiy 
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8Mit a copy of it to the editor of thi» 
tract. While we gladly insert it here, we 
think we can with confidence predict, that 
no reader who has not, seen it before, what- 
ever his sentiments rc^rding missions or 
missionaries may be„ will be aUe to peruse 
it without the deepest interest. It is ix^ore 
like a highly wrought picture of ficti^ous 
distress, where the ima^nation is taxed 
for the sake ol effect, to add one scene of 
affliction to another, than the sober repre- 
sentation of what took jdaee in real life. 

« Ibrawaddt Oun-Boat, 
12th March 1826. 
**.MY DEAR SIR, 

<^ I will not attempt to describe the joy- 
ful sensations produced, by finding myself 
once*more in a situation to write to you» 
after an interval of two years, — ^yes, two 
years — of suffering and privation, the very 
recollection of which often chills our feel- 
ings >.pd sickens our hearts. Though 
unbelief has often prompted us to say, that 
our afflictions were greater than we could, 
bear or deserved, y^ our better feeliii^ 
have triumphed in the sovereign govem- 
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ment of God, astiired th&t lie would do all 
things wdl, and, if it were his pleasure, 
could easily lessen our Bufferings. Nor 
have we been disappointed in our hc^^es ; 
£»", in bis own time and way, we have 
been extricated from all our difficulties, 
and «te tiow safe and hiq>py under British 
proHction. 

^ Known^ your int^est in Ae Burman 
Mission, and aspired of personal sjrmpathy 
fmd regard, I will endeavour to ^ve you, 
in my usual way, a g^ieral relation of 
events for the last two years, 

^^ In my last to you, I mentioned that 
every thing had a warlike appearance. 
The Burman government, however, had 
no idea that the Btiglish were in earnest 
in tbeir communications: consequently 
they heard the report that Rangoon was 
takefn, with surprise and amazement. No 
preparati(m had been made at that port tot 
the reception of strangers ; and even the 
vicet>oy was absent. An army was imme- 
diately raised, and ordered to march under 
the command ^f the Khgee-Wongyee, who 
was to be joined on his way down by 
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Sehagah-Woongyee, h^ having been re^ 
cently appointed viceroy of Rangoon. Th^ 
only fear and anid^y which the king and 
government then manifested or expreBsed, 
MTHB lest the Ei^lish s^ Prcnne sbonld heacr 
of th^ approach ; and; precipitately leaving 
the country, deprive the Burmese grandees 
of the pleasure of employing in their ser- 
vice, as slaves, a few lof the white slran-^ 
gers* * Send to me,' said one of the ladies 
of a woongyee (minister of state), ^ foi|r 
kakirpyoos (white strang^^s) to mi^ag^ 
due affidrs of my household, as I hoar th^y .. 
are trust-worthy."—' And .to me,' said a 
gay young sprig of the palace, ' six stout 
men to row my boat.' The army, in their 
gayest attire, danced ai^ sung doW^n the 
river ; but few, if aaiy, ever danced back 
again, and the Ki^ee-Woongyjee feuad 
other commiBfiieofi to execute than those 
just given him. 

^ Aa soon as the first ferce was do- 
spatdied, tble government had leisuire' t^ 
look round, and inquire into di& esuise of 
Rangoon being taken, and the probable 
intentions' of the arrival of those 6tnmget«. 
It was at once concluded, that ^pies were 

H 
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in the country; who had communicated 
the state of things, and invited the foreign- 
ers over : and who so likely to be spies as 
R(^rs, Granger, and Laird, who, under 
the garb of merchants had plotted so much 
evil ? They were all three accordingly ar- 
rested, and put in confinement. We now, 
more than ever, began to tremble for our- 
selves, and hourly to expect some dread- 
ful scene. In examining the accounts of 
Mr Granger it was found that Mr Judson 
fltnd Dr Price had taken money of him ; 
which circumstance, to the uninformed 
mind of a Burmese, was sufficient evidence 
that they also were spies, and in the em- 
ploy of the English government, as they 
received their supplies froman Englishman. 
The king had, before, been advised to put 
ihe missionaries m confinement ; but his 
reply had been, < They are true men ; let 
them remain.^ He was tiow, however, in- 
formed of the above-mentioned circum- 
stance ; and, in an angry tone, issued an 
order for the immediate amest of *Dr Price 
and Mr Judson. 

^^ And now commenced a series of o^ 
presdve acts, which we should before, have 
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thought human nature incapable of com*- 
mitting. 

'^ On the 8th ol June, a city writer, at 
the head of a dozen savages, with one 
whose marked face denoted him an execu* 
tioner, rushed into the house, and demand- 
ed Mr Judson. ' You are called by the 
kiiig,' said the writer, (a mode of expres- 
sion when about to execute the king's 
order,) and instantly the small cord was 
produced by the spotted fiuse, who roughly 
seized Mr Judson^ threw him on the floor, 
aod tied his hands behind him. The 
scene was now dreadful. The little chil- 
drea were screaming with £Bar — and die 
Burmans in our employ running here and 
there, endeavouring to escape the hands 
d those unfeeling wretches — and the 
Bengal servants mute' with amazement 
and horror at the situation in which 
they saw their master. I offered money 
to the executioner, and entreated him 
to imtie Mr Judson; but in vain were 
my tears and entreaties: they led him 
away, I knew not whither; and I was 
left guailled by ten men, who had received 
strict orders to confine me close, and let no 
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one go in or oat. I retired to my room ; 
and attempted to pour out my soul to Him 
who, for our aakes, yrm bound and led 
away to ecseeution ; and eron in that 
dreadful moment I experienced a degree 
of consolation hardly to be expected. 

*' But tUa employment was of abort du- 
ration. The magistrate of that part^f A\ra 
in whieh we lived, was in the verandidi, 
aontinnally calling me to come out» and 
anbmit to hia examinations. Supposing 
that all our letters and writings would be 
examined, and feeling conscious of haYing 
noted down every occurrence since my ai?i- 
rival in Ava» I instantly destoc^red every 
thing of the kbid, having no time to make 
g, selection ; and then went oat ^ receiYe 
the officer. This writer was ordered to 
write down my name, age, and country, 
with iiie names of my four little Burnum 
gb'Is, and those of the two Bengalee ser* 
vants ; and then pronounced us all slaves 
of the king, again ordered the g^uard to 
watch me closely, and departed. It was 
now nearly evening : with what anxiety I 
waited the return of our faithfu) Moung 
Ing, who had followed Mr Judson at a 
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diort distance, to see what became of him. 
I had then no doubt but I could procure 
the release of Mr Judson, if he had not 
been executed, by getting a petition pre- 
sented to the queen ; but I was also a pris- 
oner, and could not move out of the house. 
After dark, Moung Ing returned, with the 
intell%ence, that he saw Mr Judson con- 
ducted to the court-house, and thence to 
the death-prison, the gates of which were 
closed, and he saw no more. What a night 
was now before me ! The uncertainty of 
Mr Judson's fate, my own unprotected 
'situation, and the savage conduct of the 
ten Burmans, all conspired to make it the 
most dreadful night that I ever passed. I 
blurred the doors, and retired with the fotir 
Barman children into the inner roonu 
The guards were constantly ordering me 
to unbar the gates and f^me oiit^ as they 
could not be assured of my safety, if I re- 
mained within. They next threat^ied to 
go in, and inform the magistrate that I had 
secreted myself; and that they must not 
be blamed if I made my escape. Finding 
themselves unsuccessful in their denaai^b, 
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they took the two servxmts and made their 
feet &8t in the stocks. As I apparently 
took no notice of this, they ordered the 
stocks to be raised, which makes the situ- 
ation of the person confined extremely 
painful : this I could not bear to see, mud 
promised them all a present in the morn- 
ing, if they would release the sorrants. 
The next morning I sent Moung Ing widt 
a piece of silver, in order to gidn admis- 
dmi to the prison, to ascertaia the real 
situation of Mr Judson. Dr Price and 
the three Englishmen were all confined in 
the inner prison, each with three pair <^ 
iron fetter^, and ftsti^ed to a long pole. 

" My only concern now was, how to 
get the governor of the city, who has the 
entire direction of prison affairs, in order 
to obtmn, at least, a mitigation of the suf- 
ferings of the missionaries. I sent a re* 
quest to the governor to allow me to visit 
him with a presenL The next day I receiv* 
ed an order, which was most readily obeyed^ 
to visit him. My pres^it gained me a fii- 
vourable reception, and after listening at« 
tentively to my relation of the brutal maui- 
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ner of Mr J/s arrest, and his present hor- 
rid situation, he manifested considerable 
feeling, severely reprimanded the writer, 
who allowed such treatment, and then as-* 
sured me that he would make the situation 
of the teachers more comfortable. He told 
me, however, that I must consult with his 
head writer, respecting the means^ and im- 
mediately c^led and introduced him to 
me. I shuddered to look at the creature, 
for a more forbidding countenance was 
never before seen. All the evil passions 
of human nature seemed to have united in 
fonning his face, and each seemed to be 
striving to gain the ascendancy. I found 
to my sorrow, that, under the governor, 
he had much to do with the prison, and 
had power to make us suffer much. He 
took me aside^ told me, if I wished to make 
the situation of the missionaries more to- 
lerable, I must bring him two hundred 
tiokals, and two jneces of fine doth) on the 
reception of which, he would ielease Dr 
Price and Mr Judson from the pole, ^id 
put l^m in another building, where I 
should be allowed to said them pillowsflnd 
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mats to sleep on, and their daily food. At 
the same time, I obtained an order from 
the governor for an interview with Mr J., 
and, for the first time in my life, looked 
into the interior of a Barman prison. The 
wretched and ghastly appearance of the 
missionaries produced feelings indescribar 
ble, and forbade a moment's hesitation in 
producing the sum demanded for tempo- 
rary relief. Mr J. was allowed to hobble 
to the door of the prison, and after five 
minutes conversation, I was ordered to de« 
part, by a voice and manner to which I 
had been unaccustomed, and which con- 
vinced me, that those underlings felt that 
we were entirely in their power. Ottt 
house was two miles from the prison ; and 
knowing that nothing could be done with- 
out money, I had provided myself with a 
considerable sum in the morning, which 
enabled me to pay the two hundred tickals 
without delay, and the same evening had 
the consolation of hearing that Mr J. and 
Dr P. were in a better prison than I had 
found them. My next object was to giSt a 
portion presented to the queen, the bro* 
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ihar of whom is by &r the most powerful 
man in the empire. Our situation as pri^ 
sonersy rendered a personal interview with 
the queen impossilde: I was obliged, there^ 
fiffo, to address her through the medium 
of heat brollier^s wife, who, as are all the 
relations of the queen, is of low origin, and 
consequently proud, haughty, and amUijs^ 
oils. I had visited her in better days, diA 
raeeived di^tinguishad marks of her favour. 
But now the acene was changed, Mr J. was 
in irons, and I in distress, which were rea* 
sons sufficient for a frigid reception. I 
took with me a valuable present, consisting 
of a goId*-iiTought mantle, and other little 
trap^gs. M&c ladyship was lolling in 
^iale, and hardly de%ned to raise her eyes, 
on my entrance i|ito her splendid hall. I 
iock my seat, not at a respectfiil distance, 
not at her bidding, but as near as I ccmld 
wdl approach, that she might not loaB a 
fffUaUe of what I had to communicate*^ I . 
waited not for the question usually asked, 
* what do you want ?' grief made ma bold. 
•^^1 at once began a relation of our wrongs, 
I stated to her that Dr Price and Mr Jud^ 
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son were Americans, that they were mi- 
nisters of religion, that they had nothing 
to do with war or politics, and that sfao 
well knew that even their residence in Ava 
was in consequence of the king^s command* 
In vain I strove to work on her hardened 
feelings, by requesting her to impgine her* 
self in my situation, a stranger in a for&ga 
land, and deprived of the protection of an 
only friend, who, without any alleged 
crim^ was thrown into prison and fettets. 
She unfolded the present, and coolly said, 
* your case is not singular, the other wlite 
prisoners suffer equally witli your husband: 
I will, however, present your petition to 
her majesty the queen : come again, to- 
morrow.' I went from her with a Mttle 
hope; and^ faint as it was, I endeavoured to 
communicate the same to Mr J. ; but my 
admittance was strictiy forbidden by the 
writer to whom I had given the two hun<- 
dred tickals, and to whom we in friture 
gave the tuune of ^harh. The next mom- 
ing I saw three of the king's cheers 
pass, aoM was informed they had goiiO; to 
take possession of Mr Gauger^s properly^ 
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and that on the morrow our house would 
be searched. I spent the day, therefore! 
in making preparations to receive them, 
arranging and secreting as many articles 
as possible, knowing that we should be in a 
state of starvation unless some of our pro- 
perty could be preserved. I again endea- 
voured to gain admittance to Mr Judson, 
but was refused. The three officers who 
had taken possessicm, the day before, of 
Mr Ganger's property, now came to take 
an account of ours. Among the thi^ee was 
one named Koung-tong-myoo-tsa, who 
seemed to take an interest in my forlorn si- 
tuation, and who prevented the others from 
taking many articles, which were after- 
wards, during our long trial, of the great- 
est use. They first demanded my silver, 
gold, and jewels. I replied, ^ that gold I 
had none, jewels I had never worn, smce' 
my residence in their country, but here 
was the key of a trunk which contained 
the silver, open and look for themselves.' 
They seemed pleased with my offering 
th^Di the key, requested I would, men the 
trunk, and that only one person sturnld to 
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allowod to enter ray iniier-^room to take an 
aoeount o£ the property. And here justiee 
oM^es me to saj, ihi^ die conduct of thew ^ 
Barman d&eers in this transactimi, was 
more hiunaae and cmtioed than any odier 
we witneesed white in Ava. The 48iiTer 
was we%hed and laid aside. ^ HaY« 
yon no more ?' said one of tl^m. ^Search 
for yonrseWes,' rej^ied I, ^ dir house id at 
your daqiosaL'*-^' Hare you not deposited * 
money and jewek in the hands of others T 
— ' I have no friends in this country: with 
whom should I deposit treasure?^ — ^ Where 
is your watch ?' I produced an old <me c£ 
Mr J/s, which had been out of use for a 
loi^ time^ but whidi answered iheit pur- 
pose just as wdU, and was the means of 
preserving a goodo^ I haddien about me* 
* Where are your goods, your pieces of 
muslin, handkerchiefs,* &c. — ^ Mr Judson 
is no merchant, he neither boy» nor sdl% 
but subsists on tl^ free <^erihgs of the 
disciples of Christ, who collected the mo* 
ney you have just taken, to buiid a church 
for the preachbig of the Gh)6pel. Is it suii}- 
able to take the {Hrq)orty of a F&bgy^P 
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(priest). ^ It 18 ^^mtmry to our wsslies,^ 
said Kcmn^tong ; * but tve act in obedience 
to tbe king^s oommioid.^ Even our tmnkB 
of iresring apparel diey examined : I beg^ 
ged that tbey woidd not take them, as they 
would be of BO use to the king, but to us 
they were invaluaUe : they said that a list 
only should be tsdcen, and presented to bis 
n^jesty ; wh^i, if be gave no further order, 
they should remain. They did the same 
with regard to tbe books, medicines, and 
most of tbe furniture ; and, on jH*esentmg 
the list to the king, he gave an order that 
these things shoidd not be taken at present. 
These gcoitlemen, however, took every thing 
new or curious, and whatever to them 
seemed valuable. When tbey had finished, 
I gave them tea; and b^^ged the royal 
treasurer to intercede for tbe release of Mr 
Judson. 

^' After their departure, I bad an op- 
portunity of gding again to the queen's sis- 
ter-in-law ; who informed me that she had 
presented my petition to the queen, and that 
ber reply was, ' he is not to be i^cecuted : 
let him remain wb^e be isF I felt rea- 
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dy to sink down in despair, as tbere was then 
no hope of Mr Judson's release from any 
other quarter; but a recollection of the 
judge in the parable, who, though he fear- 
ed not God nor r^arded man, was moTed 
by the importimities of a widow, induced 
me to resolve to continue my visits until 
the object was obtained. But here also 
I was disappointed: f<^, after entreating 
her many times to use her influence in ob- 
taining the release of the missifmarieg, she 
became so irritated at my perseverance> 
that she refused to answer my questions, 
and told me by her looks and motions, that 
it would be dang^ous to make any further 
effort. 

'^ I find, my dear sir, in bding thus par- 
ticular, my letter will be stretched to an 
immoderate length, and must therefore be 
more general. Suffice it to say, that for 
tbi» next seven months, hardly a day passed 
in which I did not visit some one member 
of government, in order to interest their 
feelings on our behalf. The king's mother, 
sisters, and brother, each in their tum, 
exerted their influence in our favour ; irat 
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80 gr^t was t^ir fear of the queen, that 
neither of them ventured to nu^Ova direct 
application to his majesty. And although 
my various e£Forts were useless as to their 
grand object, yet the hopes they excited 
kept our minds from sinking, and enabled 
us to endure our long imprisonment better 
than we otherwise could have done. The 
last person to whom I applied, was the cele- 
brated Bundoolah, just previous to his de- 
parture for Rangoon. He had gained some 
advantage over ^e native soldiers at Ann- 
can, two hundred of whom he had sent as 
prisoners to Ava ; this, together with the 
circumstance of his having obtained two or 
three thousand English muskets, gaii^ 
him a most favourable reception at court, 
and every honour in the power of the king 
to bestow, was heaped upon him. He dai- 
ly presided at the Ifaoot-dau, had the entire 
management of a£&irs, and, in fact, was 
the real king of the country. With fear 
and trembling I presented to him a writt^ 
petition for the liberation of Dr Price and 
Mr Judson. He listened to the petition 
attentively, made some enquiries relative 
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to our ooming* to Aysl, and th^i sfuid he 
would refled on the sulgeet ; ^ Come agfdo 
to-morrow.' My hopes were im>w more 
sanguine than eyer, but the monrow dash- 
ed them aU, wh^i the proud Bun<fax>- 
lah uttered, <I shall soon return from 
Bangoon, when I will release the teadiers 
with all 1^ other prisoners*' The war 
was now prosecuted with aU the energy o£ 
which the Burmans are capaMe; their ex- 
peotatk^iM of complete vicN^ry were high, 
for tiieir general was invincible, and the 
glory of their king would accompany their 
armies. Hie goyemmeni; talked loudly of 
taking Bengal, when they had 4riyen the 
presumptuous creatures from their own ter- 
ritories, and of destroying from the earth 
every viiiite-faced stranger. So great was 
their hatred to the very appearance of a fo- 
reigner, that I frequently trembled whep 
walking the streets ; and that I might not 
immediately be recognized as a stranger, 
and sometimes gain admittance into Mr J•^i 
prison, I adopted the Burman dress alt#^ 
gether. Extortion and oppression hadi^pp 
become so ffomliar to us, that we ds^yicK^ 
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pected their appearance in some new garb 
or other. Sometimes, for ten days t<^th- 
er I was not allowed to see Mr Judson, and 
even then could gain admittance only after 
idark, when I was obliged to return to our 
house, two miles, without an attendant. 
But the means we invented for communi- 
cation were such as necessity alone could 
have suggested. At first I wrote to him 
on a flat cake, baked for the purpose, and 
buried it in a bowl of rice ; and in return, 
lie communicated his situation on a piece 
of die, on which, when wet with water, 
the writing became invisible, but, wnen 
dried, perfectly legible. But after Bom^^ 
months' experience in the art of decq^kmf ' 
we found the most convenient, as well as 
safest mode of writing, was to roll up a 
sheet of paper, and put it in the long nose 
of a coffee-pot, in which I sent his tea* 
These circumstances may appear trivial, 
but they also serve to show to what straits 
and shifite we were driven. It would have 
beeh a crime of the highest nature, to be 
found making communications to a prison- 
er^ however nearly related. 
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Bundoo-lah departed from Ava in all 
pomp and splendour imaginable, command^ 
ing an army of between f(»rty and fifty 
thousand men, and was to join the prince 
Thar-yar-wa-dee, who had marched some 
months before at the head of an equal 
niunber. The two or three first reports of 
the invineilde general, were of the most flat- 
tering nature, and were joyfully received 
by the firing of" cannon. Now Rangoon 
was ' surrounded by the Burman troops,' 
then ^ the fort on the pagoda was taken,* 
and guns and ammunition sufficient for the 
Burftian army, should the war continue 
«ver so long :' and next, * his majesty might 
expect H^ hear, that not a white face re- 
mained in Bkngoon.' But no such report 
ev^r csS6^ the cannons ceased to fire on 
the arrival of a boat, and soon it was whis- 
pered about, that the Burmans were de- 
feated, thousands of them killed, among 
whom were many officers ; and th?U Bun- 
doolah and the few that remained had fled 
to Danooboo ! O ! with what anxiety did 
we listen for the report that ^ the El^|i|il^ 
are advancing ;^ for in the arrival idi^^MN^ ^ 
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foreign troops oonsisted our only hope of 
deliveraDce from the hands of th^^ savi^ea^ 
The war now lagg^ on heavily on the part 
of the Bunnans; and though the king and 
goverqment ccmtinned to«upply Bondpolab 
with what he required, yet their confidemoQ 
in him was shaken, and their hopes far 
from sanguine* 

^^ The news, at length, eame, that the 
EngHsh army were" advancing, and tibat 
they were within twenty miles of DaiKH^f 
boo. The town was all confusion, and 
the queen b^;an to send away, to a more 
secure -place, her immense treasure. It 
was now the first <^ March, the commence^ 
ment of the hot season; which in Ava^s 
peculiarly severe. The white prisos^r^ 
were all put inside of the common priso^^ 
in five pair of irons each ; and where they 
w^e so crowded with Burman thieves and 
robbers, that they had not sufficient room 
to lie down. There were at the lime near^ 
ly a hundred prisoners, all in one room, 
without a window or hole for the admit- 
tance of air, and the door half closed* I 
agam applied to the gov^nor of the oity .fo 
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sSlow the misfiioiiaries to be removed to 
tlieir former place, or at least to let them 
remain outside of the door during the day* 
I offered him money, and promised to re- 
ward him handsomely, when in my power, 
but all in vain. The old man shed tears 
at my distress ;< but said that it was not in 
his power to comply with my request, for 
hitf orders wer& f^ftfk a high quarter : he 
had even beencommanded to execute all the 
white prisoners in private: and to keep 
in close confinement was as little as he 
he could do. He ordered, however, tliat 
they shoidd be allowed to go outside of the 
door to eat their rice ; and wh^i inside be 
placed as near the door as possible* I was 
afterward informed from authority, that 
the queen's brother, Men-tho-gyee, had or- 
dered the governor to destroy the white 
prisoners ; but that the governor, fearing 
they might be required by the king, dared 
not obey the command. 

<^ The situation df the white prisoners 
was now wretched in the extreme. ,Jli6 
heat during the day was dreadful : in^fee^* 
the confined air deprived them of inclina!* 
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tion for ifimlll^^cl their whole a{^>ear- 
ance was m^j^%l^ -of the dead than of 
the living. X daily visited the governor, 
apad continued to entreat him to pity the 
fiH*eigners : sometimes he appeared to fioel 
fi>r US, and seen>ed half inclined to listen 
t0 my request ; but the fear of Mentho-gyee 
doubtless prev^ited. , 

^^ It was now reported' that the foreign 
troc^ had reached Danooboo; and it was 
wli^tered about that Bundoolah wm dead« 
No one at first ventured to say Ihisf open- 
ly; but the report was now conveyed offi- 
cially to his miyesty, who was mute with 
disapp<Hlitment» while the que^a smote her' 
breast and exclaimed, ^ Ama, Ama !' What 
was to be done now? Wh«re could ano^bcr, 
general be found, and from what quarts 
could troops be raised? The prince and 
woongyees at the Btirmese camp had inti- 
mated the necessity of making peace ; but 
this was too humiliating to b^ ihoughtf%f 
for a moment. ^ What !' said one of the 
woongyees at court, ^ shall we allow it to, 
be recorded in a future tiistory of the <N»un^. 
try, that our glorious king lS9^e fiC peaice 
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• 
with strangers, and gave thg0 part of lu» 
territory? No we wilP^iefirst/ 

" Tbe pagan woongyee, who had been 
in disgrace for some time, now thought it 
a good opportunity to retrieve his charac- 
ter and regain his influence. He petitioned 
his majesty to allow him to go at the head 
of anew army; and positively assured the 
king that he would conquer the English, 
and drive them from Burmah. He was 
inomediately raised to the Inghest rank, 
and all power committed to him. His 
first object was to manifest his inveterate 
hatred to every fordgner; and those who 
had for eleven months escaped confinement 
now fell into his merciless hands, and were 
thrown into prison. Among the number 
was Mr Lonoga, a Spanish gentleman, who 
had for twenty years been high in the king^a 
favour, and had done all in his power to al- 
leviate the sufferings of the fbre%n prison- 
ers ; but he was now among them. 

^^ Mr Judson had now been in dose 
confinement,^ and in five pair of fetters, for 
a month, and with anguish indescribable I 
saw him sinking under the weight of his 
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sufferings* He was taken with a high fever* 
My distress and entreaties now prevailed 
with the governor of the city to give a 
written order, to remove Mr J. from the 
common prison into a little bamhoo room, 
six feet long and four wide. I also ob- 
tained an order for liberty to ^ve him me- 
dicine and visit him whenever I wished. I 
had removed into the governor's compound, 
and was living in a bamboo house, where 
the thermometer daily rose to 106; but 
• thought myself happily situated to be near 
the prison, and allowed to visit Mr J., who 
began now to hope he should recover from 
the fever, as his situation was so much 
better than before. 

" But new and dreadful trials were yet 
before us. I had gone in one morning to 
give Mr J. his breakfast, and intended 
spending a few hours as usual, when the 
governor in great haste sent for npie. I 
was agreeably disappointed, on appearing 
before him, to find he l)ad nothing in pttr-* 
ticular to communicate, and diat he was 
uncommonly kind and obliging. H^ had 
detained me along time, when a s^if^Q^ 
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came in hastily atid wkidpered, thftt the^ 
reign prigoners had allheen taken, out, and 
he knew not where they were carried. 
Without speaking to the governor, I ran 
jkwn- the stairs into the street, hoping to 
eatch a sight of them, but they were be- 
yond the reach of my eye. I inquired 
of all I met which way the white pri- 
soners were gone, but no one knew. I 
returned again to the governor, who* 
^clared he was perfectly- ignorant of 
their fete ; and that he did not know of 
their being taken out of prison till a^few 
moments before. This was all false ; as he 
had evidently been detaining me, to prevent 
my witnessing the scene diat was to follow. 
He also said, with a meaning countenance, 
* You can do no- more fc»' your husband i 
take care of yourself.'* This was a day 
never to be foi^otten. I retired to my lit- 
tle bamboo-house, and ^ideavoured tb ob- 
tain comfort from the only true souree; 
but my mind was in such a distracted 
state, that I could not steadily reflect on 
any thing. This one thought occuj^ed my 
mind to the excluffibn of evety other — that 
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t lad a^ii Mr Jucbon for the last tinM^ 
an4 that he was now probaUy in a state of 
extreme egoQj* In the evening I heard 
that the poisoners ifere sent to Umm«N^ 
po(wafa ; but what was to be tkei^^al^ was 
not yet known. The next day I obtwied 
a pass from goT^emmcoit to foUoi^ Mr Jud*> 
8on, with ray little Maria, who y^ram then 
only three months old ; and, with one Ben- 
galee servant, set out on my journey.4^ We 
reached the government-bouse at Umme* 
rapoorah ; and were informed that the prr* 
sellers bad been sent off two hours before 
to Oung-peii-lay, (a place similar to Botany 
Bay,) whither I immediately followed* I 
found Mr Juds<m hot a most wretched 
elate. He had been dragsged out of his 
little room the day before ; his shoes, hut, 
«ind clothes, excepting bis sbi)?t and panta* 
loons, had been taken from him, and in his 
leeble state of health, and ^ tb0 ^otte^ 
part of the day^ had been lit^r^ly drilnen 
ten miles with a rope iiiA rfmnd his waist. 
His feet were tern in such a manner, that^ 
for six weeks, he was unable to stand. He 
was n&irly exhausted with pain and fiitigoei 
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when a servant pf Mr Ganger's, who had 
followed his master, took from his head 
his turban, gave part of it to Mr Judson, 
who hastily wrapped it abont his feet, 
which enabled him to proceed without sink- 
ing. He and Dr Price were now chained 
together; and, with the other prisoners, 
put inside of a small wood-prison almost 
gone to decay. We afterward were in- 
formed that the Pagan Woongyee had sent 
the foreigners to this place, with a design 
to sacrifice them, in order to secure success 
in his contemplated expedition: but the 
king, suspecting him of treasonable inten- 
tions, caused him to be executed before he 
had time to accomplish hk designs. 

^^ I here obtained a little room from one 
of the jailors, where I passed six months 
of constant and severe suffering. Mr Jud- 
son was much more comfortably situated 
than when in the city-prison, as he had 
only one pair of fetters ; and, when reco- 
vered from his fever and wounds, was 
allowed to walk in the pr^json indosure. 
But I was deprived of evetty single convex 
nience ; and my health, which had enabled 
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me to bear severe trials hitherto, now be- 
gan to fail. I vras taken with one of the 
country disorders ; and, for two months, 
was unable to go to Mr Judson^s prison. 
Our littk iVfaria, who had just recovered 
from the small-pox, was near starving to 
death, as I oould neither obtain a nurse nor 
a drop of milk in the village. But our 
UMTcifiil Father preserved us^all, through 
these dreadful scenes ; and, at the expira- 
tion of six months, an order arrived for the 
release of Mr Judson, and I was aIlWe4^ 
to return to our house in town. 

. ^' The king was much in want of an in- 
terpreter ; and, from selfish motives, had 
given orders for the release of Mr Judson, 
who was immediately conducted to the 
Burmese camp, then at Wialown, where 
he remained six weeks, translating for his 
majesty : he was then sent back to Ava ; 
and, as a reward for his services, ordered 
back to the Oung-pen, to prison ; but be- 
fore the order could be executed, I sent* 

**• *■ J was then unable to move, having been ill with 
typhus fever in Mr Judson's absence ; in which I lost 
my reason, and was senseless several days." 
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MouBg Ing to KoaDg-*tonf , wbo was now 
high in office, and had for a long time 
manifested a disposition to help us; and 
begged that he would intercede for Mr 
Judson, and prevent his being sevt agaiil 
to prison. Koung^tong emnplied with my 
request^ offered to becoihe Security for IMbr 
Judson, and took him to his hotuse^- where 
he was kept a prisoner at large nenrly tw« 
months longer. 

*^ The'British tlw>ps were now so isapid* 
ly adrtocing, that the king and goveni- 
ment folt the necessity of taldi^ some naea^ 
sures to firevent thieir arrival at the eapitaL 
They had^ several times, reftised to listen 
to the terms which Sir Archibald Camp- 
bell had offered; but they now saw that 
there was no other hope for the preservaf- 
tion of the < golden city/ Mr Judson was 
daily called to the^palacc^ ^4 his opinion 
requested in all their prooieedings ; and the 
government finally intreated him to go as 
their ambassador, to the English camp^ 
This he entirely declined; but advised 
their sending Dr Price, who had no otjeo^^ 
tion to going. Dr Price being unsuc^ess*, 
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fill in his mission, on his return Mr Jiid- 
son was taken by force, and sent with him 
again. Sir Archibald had before thi^ide^^ 
manded us, together with the other fore%n 
prisoners ; but tiie king had refused, saying, 
* They are my people : let them remaiiu' 
We then did not venture to express a wish 
to leave the country; fearing that we 
should be immediately sent to prison. Mr 
Judson communicated our real cdtuation to 
the general ; who, with all the feelings of 
a British officer, now demanded us in a 
way that his majesty dared not reAise; and, 
on the 21st of February, after an impris- 
onment of nearly two years, we took our 
leave of the ^ golden city,' and all its mag- 
nificence, and turned our faces toward the 
j^tish camp, then within forty miles of 
AvB. 

" No one can conceive our joy, when ire 
had safely passed the Burman camp ; for 
then we felt, indeed, that we :v^e once 
more free, and out of the pawc^f tt^NBe 
whose tender mercies are crud. The: Bi^ish 
g^ieral received us with all that kindness 
and hospitality for which your ceuntrymen 
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axe so fir filmed, provided us with eyety 
oomfoH during a fortnight's residence at 
the camp^ and kindly sent us on to Ran- 
goon in this gun-boat. We deeply fiBdi the 
kindness of Sir Arebibald Campbell; for, 
tinder the directioiis of Providence, he has 
been the means of deliymng us from the 
iron gmsp of the Burmans. May God 
reward him a hundred-fold, and prepare 
him for the fiiture enjoyment of heav^o." 

Who that reads this letter does not ex- 
ult in the thought, that our countrymen 
should have been the instruments of deli- 
vering firom such sufferings, of rescuing 
from such dangers, and restoring to liberty, 
these truly interesting imd valuable charac- 
ters? and who in particular is notdisposed to 
envy the commander-in-chief of the Britidi 
army^the refined pleasure be must have en- 
joyed inthecharaoterof their deliverer? For 
onrown part,, we should consider his re* 
oriving Mr and Mrs Judson into the Brit- 
ish camp^ especially when he was made 
fully acquainted with their most intere«t|Qg ^ 
and eventfiil history, a source of far hig&inr . 
and pui*er satisfiiction than he could derive • 
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even from the mbst diitiaguinhed of his 
victories. While every Christian who reads 
liie above narrative, will feel gratefbl to 
[^ Arofaibdd Campbell, as theinstrume^ 
in the hand of Pmvidence of thus hap||y 
putting a pfieriod to the protracted sunn- 
ing 6f those who have established so power* 
ful a claim to a peculiar measure of affi»ction 
and esteem from the whole ehristian wdrld ; 
and while he must contemplate with plear 
sure, that high-toned humanity and kind- 
ness discovered on this occasion, so truly 
worthy of the British name ; we are cer- 
tain he will fdso most cordially join in the 
prayer so much in the spirit of true reli- 
gion, with which the above deeply interest- 
ing nai*rative concludes. 

The following postscript id added alW 
they reached Rangoon. 

«« RA17GOOK, March ^2, 1826. 
" We have, my dear Mr Butterworth, 
safely arrived in Rangoon, and once more 
find ourselves in the old mission house ! 
What shall we render to the Lord for all 
bis mercies? .. 
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. ^^You will see from the public prints 
tibe treaty of peace. We intend going to 
one of the places retained by the English 
government, and endeavour once more to 
collect a little church around us. Mah 
Men-lay and her sister we foimd at Prome: 
they are as pious as ever, and will follow 
wherever we go. 

^^ Burmah will yet he given to Jesus for 
his inheritance ! We are not discouraged, 
but think our prospects brighter than ever. 
We shall have as many schools as we can 
support at Mergui or Tavoy, to which 
places the Burmese population are flocking 
in crowds." 

Since the date of the above, Dr Price 
writes to a gentleman in America ( Ajml 
7th) — " I am happy to have it in my power 
to inform you of the health and safety of 
our dear brother and sister Judson. They 
are now in Rangoon, and are waiting to 
take passage to some port under the pro- 
tection of the British government. As for. 
myself, I propose remaining in Ava, to tSse 
advantage of the present change of feding 
in the Burman government. I think .the 
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prospect extremely fair fbr niniioiiariefi, 
either onder the British or Burinan flag; 
and I cannot but look forward to no dis- 
tant jieriod, when, like Otaheite, they bIso 
shall shake o£f the trammels of superstition 
and idohklry^ ted join to seek the one liv- 
ing and true Grod.'^ 

The ediUMT, through the kindness of a 
firiend» has received from America^ within 
these two we6ks, some of the most recent 
numbers of one of the periodical publica- 
tions of that country; and he is happy to be 
able thus to add to the above very interest- 
ing document, the following letters sent by 
the missionaries to their fri^ids at hone. 
It will be recollected, that all the mis- 
sionaries in the Burman empire, were nar 
tives of America ; and it may be well sup- 
posed that sudi missionaries, besides thdr 
personal relatives, would have many chris* 
tian friends deeply interested in their safis- 
ty. This is indicated in the manner in 
which the information of their bebg pre- 
served amidst so many dangers is announ-- 
ced. *^ Jogfnt mtdligmoefirom Indian'' is die 
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1itl6 of the article in which the following 
letters are indented. Though lliey con- 
tain little more tlian an abridged account 
of what is more fully stated in the letter 
already introduced ; yet, as they give an 
interesting representation of the effects pro- 
duced on the feelings both of Mr and Mrs 
Judson by their severe sufferings, we can- 
not think of curtailing them, but give 
them as they appear in the above-mention- 
ed publication. 

The first letter is from Mr Jtidson to 
Dr Baldwin. 

<« Brivibh Camp, Yaktabo, Feb. 26, 1826. 
*^ REV. AND DEAR SIR, 

^' We survive a scene of suffering, which, 
on retrospect, at the present moment, seems 
not a reality, but a horrid dream. We are 
occupying a tent in the midst of Sir Archi- 
bald Campbell's staff, and are receiving 
from him, and other British officers, all 
manner of kind attentions, proportionate 
to the barbarities we have endured for 
nearly two years. 

** I was seized on the 8th of June 1824^ 
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m ocmsequence of tibe war with Bengal) 
and in company with Dr Price, three 
Englishmen, one Armenian, and one Greek, 
was thrown, into the ^ death prison,' at 
Ava, where we lay eleven months — ^nine 
months in three pair, and two months in 
five pair of fetters. The scenes we wit- 
nessed, and the sufferings we underwent^ 
during that period, I would fain con&agn to 
oblivion. From the death prison at Avs^ 
we were removed to a country prison at 
Oung-^n-lay, ten miles distant, under cir- 
eomstances of such severe treatment, that 
one of our number, the Greek, expired on 
the road; and some of the rest, among 
whom was myself, were scarcely able to 
move for several days. It was the inten- 
tion of government, in removing us from 
Ava, to have us sacrificed, in order to en- 
sure victory over the foreigners ; but the 
sudden disgrace and death of the advilaier 
of that measure prevented its execution* 
I remained in the Oung-pen-lay prison six 
months, in one pair of fetters ; at tha ex- 
piration of which period I was taken out 
of irons, and sent under a strict; ^isspA to 
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tho BurmeM headquarters at Mah-looan, 
to act as interpreter and translator. Two 
months more elapsed, when, on my return 
to Ava, 1 was relc^ed at the instmee of 
Moung-Sbaw-loO) the north go¥eni(»r of the 
palace, and put under his charge* During 
the six weeks that I resided wilh him, the 
affairs of goyemment beeam^ desperate, 
the British troops making steady ad^^nces 
on the capital; and after Dr Prioe had 
been twice dispatched to neigociate for 
peace (a business which I dedin^Ml as long 
as possible,) I was taken by force and sn^ 
aocialed with him. We found the Britidsi 
above Pah-gan ; and em returning to Ava 
with their final terms, I had the happiness 
of pri>eimng the release of the very last of 
my feUow^pris<mers ; fm4 on the 21st Inst, 
obtained the reluctant consent of fovern- 
meut to my uym final departure from Ava, 
with Mrs J. 

^^ On my first imprisonnoent, the smaU 
house, which I hful just erected, was plun- 
dered, and ey^y thing valuable confin^ted. 
Mrs J. however, wi^ idlowed to cMMlpy 
the place, which she did until my ; 
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to Oung-pen-lay, whither she followed. 
Subsequently to that period she was twice 
brought to the gates of the grave ; the last 
tim^, with the spotted fever, while I was 
absent at Mah-looan. She h^d been sense- 
less and motionless several days, when the 
providential release of Dr Price, at thfB 
very last extremity, gave aQ opportunity 
for such applications as were blest to her 
relief. On my return, I wa^ astoi^L^lf^ to 
find her ii^ tt^e fnost emacifttef} helpless 
state, not haying heard a word of her ill- 
ness. She, hpwever, rapidly recovered, 
and is now in perfect health. Even little 
Maria, w)io c^me into the world a few 
months after my ifnprisonmenf^ to aggra- 
vate her parents' woes, and who has been, 
from very iuBtinct, it would seem, a poor, 
sad, crying thing, begiqs to bfigbten up 
heir little ff^qe, ^nd be somewb^^ sensible 
of our h^ppy deliverance. 

" The treaty of peace v^m ^}g»0d yester- 
day, by th$ respective plenipotentiaries; 
according to the tprms iif^ ivhich the pro- 
vinee of Arracan, and the m^sJl province^ 
of Ya, Tftvpy, and Merg^, in ^he nouth, 
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are ceded to the British. It was this con- 
sideration chiefly that induced me to em- 
brace the first opportunity of leaving Ava, 
where the only object I ever had in settling, 
was to obtain some toleration for the chris- 
tian religion, — a favour which I hope now 
to enjoy without leave from his golden- 
footed majesty. 

^^ Sir Archibald has assigned us a large 
gun-boat for our accommodation down the 
river, and we expect to leave this in a very 
few days. Respectfully yours, 

" A. JuDSON, jun.** 

The following is an extract of a letter 
fipom Mrs Judson to the Rev. F. Wayland 
jimior. 

« Rakgook, March 28, 1826. 

" MY DEAR BROTHER, 

" Previous to the reception of this yoU 
will have heard that we are alive, and 
out of the hands of those who Imve so ' 
long made us tremble. I can hardfy^ 
at times, believe ]| a reality tiiat we have 
been safely conducted tlu*ougk so iita^ 
n^row passages, and find ourselves at 1^ 
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at Rangoon, our old home. Our continu- 
ed existence is ascribable to God alone, 
who,, no doubt, in answer to the prayers of 
our beloved friends in America, has watch- 
ed oyer and preserved us, and mingled 
mercies with all our afflictions. O that 
our future lives may bear some proportion 
to the great mercies we have received. 
The general outlines of our history for two 
years past, Mr J. has commimicated to Dr 
Baldwin. Of our sufferings and distresses 
npne can form an idea, but those who were 
in confinement with us. You will hardly 
bieUeve when I say, that so entirely occupi- 
ed were our minds with present afflictions 
and seeking means for deliverance, that 
months have elapsed without thinking of 
home, or those dear friends on .whom our 
thoughts have been so const^tly fixed. 
When we reached the English camp, and 
I found myself once more at liberty, withi 
what delight did I retrace my late visit to 
America. How much I thought of my 
Boston friends, and all their kindness pre- 
irious to my sailing for India. 

"We have been in Rangoon a week, 
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but have not concladed to which of those 
places retained by the English government 
we shall go. VVc think more of New 
IVbrtaban Uian any other place. It is se- 
parated from Oid Martaban by the Tliaal- 
wen river, and will probably be very popu- 
lousj as most of the Burmese from the old 
towiiA atb going over. We are gratified 
in hearing that Mr and Mrs Boardman 
have dtrived in Rangoon. They will be all 
ready to (enter oti their work, when we 
shall have fixed on a place. Under the 
Englijsh government, we shall, I have no 
doubt, establish as many schools as we 
shall be able to support. But you shall 
hear from us as soon as We arrive at 
the place of destination. We have with 
nil now four of the Christians, and are ex- 
pecting others daily, who will all follow us 
to whatever place we go. Ma-Mess-la and 
her sister appear very well, and ascribe 
the preservation of our lives to the care 
of God alone. Moung-Ing stood by me 
faithfully during our long confinement, apd 
was the only one for some time who wotkl^ 
carry Mr J. his food. I trust the Burm^h 
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IMifision will yet prosper, and that you will 
irora time to time be made joyful by the 
accounts of converted Burmese. I must 
close, or I shall lose this opportunity of 
sending. Forget not in your prayers, your 
sister in Christ, 

"A. H. JUDSON.'' 

The last information we have received 
respecting Mr Judson, is, that he was pre- 
sent at the laying the foundation of a new 
town, to be named Amherst-town, in 
Martaban, one of the provinces ceded to 
the British^ and diat he had been engaged 
in offering up apublic prayer on that occasion. 
It is added, that Mrs Judson and he are 
likely to take up their residence in that 
place, whither many of the Burmans are 
rescHTting, there to prosecute, under the 
protection of the British government, their 
works of Christian benevolence. 

While in the preceding pages we have 
first seen the singularly providential cir- 
(mrostances which led Mr and Mrs Judson 
to i^ettle in the Burman empire; while 
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we have hext observed dieir ofvereoming 
so many difficulties in acquiring the Bur- 
man language, and accomplishing a transla- 
tion of the Scriptures into it ; while we 
have had occasion to mark their partial 
success in preaching the gospel to Uie na- 
tives ; and, lastly, while we have contem- 
plated their preservation during the war, 
and their signal deliverance: — cao the read- 
er for a moment question whether or not 
the finger of God is here ? Do not these 
circumstances authorise us to entertain the 
hope that their valuable lives* and those of 
their coadjutors, have been thus mercifully- 
preserved for yet .more extensive useful- 
ness. And now, while they possess the 
knowledge of the language, while they 
have the Scriptures printed in that lan- 
guage, and ready to put into the himds of 
the natives, and while, along with thi^,. 
they enjoy the protection of the British 
government; may we not reasonably in- 
dulge the delightful anticipation, that they 
shall be the honoured instruments of exten- 
sively sowing in that land of cruelty and 
superstition, those seeds of divine trulih. 
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which shall bring forth much fruit to the 
glory of God, or, in the language of Mrs 
^ Judson, that after all their trials and suffer- 
ings, " Burmah shall yet be given to 
Jesus !"" 



FINIS. 



ERRATA. 

P. 5, ]iiil|14, for our read ihHr, 

— 16, — MrfJ'Tet4MriJ. 
P. 9, — 10, ~ Mrs judton read MntJudton. 
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